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Editorial
Greeti ngs, and welcome to the latest round-up of news, articles and reviews of things that have
captured our attention of late.

This issue contains a double-length article comprised of the top 25 censored stories as
determined by the academics and students at Sonoma State University, Cdifornia. These items
usually stem from US-based issues, but since Americais impacting upon so many countries these
days, | think that many of the censored stories are pertinent to other nations as well.

The biggest underreported story, in my opinion, is the one about how many people are being
gagged because of what they know, and about how that information may cause adverse social
change. Mediaworkers are gagged when they cross someone'sline (i.e., the few who are left who
actually do journdist's work, other than rewording incoming press releases); health workers are
gagged when they discover, or rediscover, actua cures for disease; research scientists are gagged
when they discover, or rediscover, sources of energy that would reduce "fossil" fuel dependency;
as are archaeol ogists and historians who dare to pay attention to "anomalous" findings.

| have lost count of the number of alternative health practitioners and companies targeted by
regulatory authorities and closed down. In each case, the victim is required to sign a non-
disclosure agreement. This means they cannot tell you about their case, and neither can anyone
else. Sympathetic TV, radio or newspaper reporters cannot get the message out to the public
because of this. The really annoying thing is that there are a few charlatans till out there with
bogus products, bellowing al the right buzzwords on their full-page adverts, but for some reason
they don't seem to get the attention of the authorities. Predominantly, it is the products and
treatments that "work" that are being eliminated.

For example, one would think that a treatment with even a modicum of success in curing
asthma would be instantly investigated. Think again. As long-time readers of NEXUS redlise, if
it can cure something, it isignored/suppressed/outlawed. And | am not just talking about
"alternative" cures for disease: there are many more "mainstream” cures that are suppressed than
"aternative" ones. The reason you don't hear about them is because the "drug” doesn't even make
itto sale. Thereisno profit for big businessin curing disease.

Anyway, back to my point: thisisthe second article that we've run on the Buteyko method for
treating asthma. Given the success of this treatment, it is shameful that the medical establishment
continuesto ignoreit. Share the article with anyone you can.

Continuing the idea of giving you both the problem and a solution in the one story, we have a
must-read on the link between chronic scurvy and heart disease. It's yet another major reason to
take vitamin C regularly.

Our recent NEXUS Conference in Brisbane was another success. One of the keynote speakers
was Dr James Maxlow, who did a presentation on the Expanding Earth model of global tectonics.
Thisisatruly fascinating subject, and it demands a lot of historical and social revision as well as
geophysica remapping. For example, the model shows how the continent of Antarctica was once
positioned between Europe and the Americas, relatively speaking—an interesting tidbit for the
researchers who adamantly maintain that Atlantisis under the Antarctic ice!

Speaking of Antarctica, the final part of our series titled "Britain's Secret War..." should make
you wonder whether the Germans found something very significant there well before World War
Il began. Those polar mysteries are just not going away!

The topic of reincarnation does not get a great deal of media coverage. It is something that
many people believe in, but do not talk about. Well, the advent of the Internet isresulting in alot
of information-sharing on this subject. Suddenly, a few isolated cases that would be considered
"proof" of reincarnation are turning into dozens and scores of cases. Past-life regression therapy
is providing some amazing insights, not only into the relationships between the mind, body, emo-
tions and spirit but also into the nature of timeitself. Several past-life "regressionists’ have found
successin future-life "progressions’, paving the way for much debate from believers, sceptics and
fence-sitters alike about what the heck is going on.

Many years ago, NEXUS published some of the prophetic visions of the 19th-century Serbian
peasant Mitar Tarabich. In those days, we did not enjoy such a wide international circulation, so
in view of al those thousands of new readers from Romania, Croatia, Germany, France, Russia,
Poland, Sweden, Greece and The Netherlands, and in view of international events of the last 10
years, we have updated and republished them. I'm sure you will find the predictions accurate on
all counts so far.

And on the subject of remarkable people, be sure to read the final item in the Twilight Zone
section. It is about a very gifted Russian boy, a so-called "indigo" child, who not only can
remember his previous life but knows much, much more.

Enjoy!

Duncan
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Letters to the Edito

[ s

Electric Sun Clarification

Dear Duncan: | would like to
respond to Ron Pearson's com-
ments headed "The Electric and
Nuclear Sun", about the article
attributed to my co-author David
Talbott in the previous issue [see
Letters, NEXUSval. 12, no. 6].

Having acknowledged the logic
of the electrically powered Sun as
an explanation for the high tem-
perature of the corona above a
cool photosphere, Ron then makes
the usual error of treating the Sun
as an isolated, charged body: "It
may well be that an interstellar
current is flowing into the
Sun...but there is nowhere for the
current to flow away."

The father of plasma physics,
Hannes Alfvén, showed thereisa
solar circuit where current flows
into the poles and out in an equa
torial sheet (known presently in
mechanical terms as the solar
"wind"). Simply put, the Sun
behaves as a Faraday motor,
which explains why the equator of
the Sun spins fastest when it
should be braked by the solar
wind.

Additiondly, the Sunis part of a
circuit involving the entire galaxy.
And it seems that galaxies them-
selves "charge up" over time,
which means that stars within the
galaxy are forced to keep up with
the galactic charging rate.

Ron goes on to argue the tradi-
tional explanation for the coolness
of sunspots. However, sunspots
are atransparent, shallow phe-
nomenon, so that the hot interior
of the Sun should shine brightly
through the clearing afforded by a
sunspot. Granulation has been
shown to occur within the umbra
of asunspot, so the argument that
convection is throttled by the
magnetic field of a sunspot is
invalid. What is more, none of
the behaviour or detailed structure
of the penumbra of a sunspot has
any explanation in conventional
theory.

Next, the widely held view, that
"the Sun's core operates as a
nuclear fusion power plant iswell
established”, is not true. It sur-
vives only because no one has

4 = NEXUS

seriously considered an external
power source since Eddington
summarily discarded it. Hissim-
ple argument was that the Sun
needed internal energy to support
its bloated envelope against the
force of gravity. But heignored
gravitational charge polarisation
effects within the Sun. The best
evidence against a nuclear-pow-
ered Sun comes from counting
solar neutrinos, which are thought
to fly directly from the Sun's
nuclear furnaceto the Earth.

For decades, the expected neu-
trinos from the Sun have not been
found. However, it has recently
been shown that neutrinos can
"change flavour". This discovery
was grasped as the answer to the
solar  neutrino  anomaly.
However, it cannot be demon-
strated that neutrinos are changing
flavour between the Sun and the
Earth without placing a neutrino
detector near the Sun. On the
other hand, the electric Sun pro-
duces all flavours of neutrinosin
nuclear reactions induced el ectri-
caly in the photosphere. That is
why thereis an anti-correlation
observed between neutrino count
and sunspot activity—an effect
that isinexplicableif the neutrinos
are coming from the Sun's core.

Ron's proposed solution, which
has "abob each way", isinventive
but unnecessary for the reasons
given above. As for "new
physics' being required to explain
the cosmos, in an Electric
Universe all that is necessary is
direct observation, good old
physics and sound electrical engi-
neering principles.

Wal Thornhill, http://www.
electric-universeinfo

[Note that authorship of the arti -
cle published in Science News,
vol. 12, no. 5, was incorrectly
attributed to David Talbott
instead of Wal Thornhill by our
source, the Thunderbolts.info
website. Our apologiesto Wal.
See the Reviews section thisissue
for a preview of the new mono -
graph by Talbott and Thornhill,
titted Thunderbolts of the Gods.

Ed]
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Australia's Terrorist Threat

Austrdians in the 21st century
are expected to just trust that the
government is acting in their best
interests, as achild trusts a parent
and as a subordinate trusts a
superior.

The demoalition of the World
Trade Center has been likened by
some to the burning of the
Reichstag (1933) or the staged and
filmed border incident that
precipitated Poland's invasion by
Nazi Germany. Internally
perpetrated acts, blamed upon an
enemy, have been used throughout
history to justify decisions and
actions that would otherwise be
deplored by the citizenry.

[, for one, have never believed
that "9-11" was "an attack on the
free West by fundamentalist
Muslim fanatics, hell-bent on
destroying democracy”, simply
because the lack of supporting
evidence makes such aconclusion
irrational.

Until | am convinced that a
threat of danger from real
"terrorists’ exists (as opposed to,
say, an internally manufactured
and controlled threat—what |
would call a severe case of
"political Miinchausen's
syndrome”) | will remain
unconvinced that the anti-
terrorism legislation serves any
useful purpose other than to
severely curtail the liberties of
world citizens—particularly those
citizens who are critical of or
actively opposed to the policies of
current global incumbents.

And even if | were somehow
convinced that a degree of danger
from external terrorism really
existed, | would still need proof
that the suggested new powers
could positively prevent terrorist
acts.

Margaret F., NSW, Austraia

Radioactivity and MCS

Dear Duncan: | never miss an
issue of NEXUS or New Dawn,
but thisisthefirst time | haven't
completed reading an article
because it's just too frightening:
in particular, Dr Viera Scheibner's
article relating to the impact of

vaccinations on the human being,
which is relevant to the informa-
tionrevealed in Pauline Rigby's
letter to the editor [NEXUS vol.
12, no. 6].

The reason is that my two
younger sisters, my parents and |
suffer from multiple chemical
sensitivity [MCS] as well as
severe allergic reactions. We
lived on a sheep stud in far west-
ern Queensland which in the
1950s and 1960s was under a con-
stant haze from the test site
[Maralingd].

My doctor suggested that
because both my parents are from
families who suffer asthma and
hay fever, they should not have
combined genes, so to speak.
However, my second sister is
adopted and has the same severity
of health problems.

My parentsrecall it was easy to
know when they were testing, as
the clouds also brought with them
astrange, acidic-smelling breeze.

Many people in my age group
(bornin the late 1950s) have died
of cancersand brain tumours, and
many children were born with
intellectual or congenital
deformities.

| would be interested to hear
other readers' stories from far
western Queendand.

Katrina, Toowoomba, Qld,
Augtralia

Aldara Skin Cancer Warning

Dear Duncan: Because you
have the courage to print the truth
about multinationals, NEXUS is
one of the best forums on Earth
for warning the public about dan-
gerous drugs.

Aldara, a skin cancer "cure"
made by 3M Pharmaceuticals,
brought me closeto death. There
are countless dangerous drugs on
the market, but this has to be one
of the worst as it is promoted as
"benign", handed out like candy
by doctors and sold without pre-
scription or warnings on the
Internet.

When | rang 3M's Austrdian
headquarters to suggest that they
post warnings on this salve, they
dismissed my concerns, saying
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there had been no complaints other
than reports of dight ‘flu-like
symptoms.  This, of course,
proves that Aldaras actions are
systemic, although 3M deniesthis.

The Internet contains lots of
negative information about
Aldara, 3M's denials notwith-
standing. This can be verified by
reading transcripts from the US
Federa Court, in which the com-
pany was sued and actually
admitted that if Aldaraisinjected
into an animal it will kill it!

Thisisthereally scary part: if
Aldarais used on an open wound
or creates its own open wound
(which it did on my nose), it is
tantamount to injecting it, as it
easily enters the bloodstream
through the wound.  Once there,
it can cause cataclysmic side
effects—anaphylactic shock, irre-
versible autoimmune diseases and
even death.

Since posting the truth about
Aldara on our website, we have
received many tragic emails
describing terrible side effects,
which is unsurprising considering
that Aldara mounts an aggressive
attack upon vulnerable mucous
membranes. For thisreason, it is
particularly dangerous for people
who apply it on the face, genital
warts and the cervix. Yes,
believe it or not, some doctors
actualy prescribethis!

Trying to force this drug off the
market ishopeless.  Big Pharma
istoo rich and powerful, govern-
ments are Big Pharma's lapdogs,
and most doctors haven't even
bothered to read the Physicians
Desk Reference on the dreadful
side effects.

Our only hope is people power.
Please help spread the word by
going to the website http://www.
doctorsaredangerous.com, where
you will find an informative essay
that you can send to people. If
you have been damaged, too,

please email details to
€laine@doctorsaredangerous.com.
Help usfight back!

Elaine Hollingsworth, Director,
Hippocrates Health Centre of
Augtralia, tel +61 (0)7 5530 2939,
www.doctorsaredangerous.com
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Clinton, Kentucky 'n* Cocaine

Hello. | found your website
while reading of the cocaine
money-laundering conspiracy
which involved Barry Seal in the
1980s.

| found Kentucky on thelist of
"in pockets" as far as being used
for the criminal networking of
cocaine and other illegals. I've
lived here for about seven years
and realise that when Chuck
Hayes said "Clinton is turning
Kentucky into a 'narco-republic™,
for all | have witnessed Hayes
was telling the absolute truth.
But according to what I've read,
it goes far beyond Clinton.

A world-renowned British
criminologist, Mr Christopher
Berry-Dee, and his partner Steve
Morris have begun to publish my
incredible story viatheir "New
Criminologist" website.

| am a former freelance and
amateur political cartoonist, and
herein the USA | have been suf-
fering all forms of harassment,
abuse, financial errors and sabo-
tage to my home and animals.

| even suffered the loss of my
son.

Having been advised to "docu-
ment everything" by some mem-
bers of the US military, | kept all
documents which would prove
that my story isin fact true.

The British continue to publish
my story with documentation
which provesits legitimacy, and
| am most grateful! Please feel
free to visit the site http://www.
newcriminologist.co.uk.

FieldaM. L., Kentucky, USA

What's Next in Democracy?

If 1 understand correctly,
President Bush has asked
Congress to approve the use of
our military to enforce
quarantinesin Americain case of
ahird flu epidemic—yet another
giant leap in the direction of
martial law. | envision a
modern-day influenza leper
colony established in downtown
New Orleans, complete with
barbed wire, land mines and
guard towers.

Am | the only concerned citizen

who finds this absurd,
premeditated aggression to be
measured insanity? | watched in
horror as our government ignored
starving, helpless, dying victims
of hurricane Katrina

Enough is enough. The time
has come to take along, hard look
at the vision of our leaders. Such
barbarism cannot be ignored if
our country isto return to the true
essence of free democracy as
established by our forefathers...

Bill G., Alabama, USA

Chips in Bird Flu Vaccines?

Dear Duncan: 1'd like to know
what you and your readers think
is going on behind the bird flu
furore that's erupted.

Politicians and health advisers
are aready touting the benefits of
vaccination and the plan to vacci-
nate all Australians as soon asa
vaccine becomes available
(which will probably be very
quickly, considering the WHO's
visitto CSL).

If only they were really con-
cerned for public health! I'm sus-
picious that the anti-H5N1 vac-
cine will be laced with
microchips (possibly even termi-
nator chips) to be used to control
and eradicate the trusting public.
Does anyone know of reliable
methods capable of detecting and
destroying these microchips?

Other disturbing news related to
vaccinations is the introduction
of the "Bioshield 2" (the
"Biodefense and Pandemic
Vaccine and Drug Devel opment
Act of 2005") legislation in the
American Senate effectively
absolving government/
pharmaceutical cartels from
liahility of any adverse reactions
to vaccination.

If that doesn't alert and wake up
people to their hideous
intentions, nothing will.

Mary, Melbourne, Victoria,
Augtralia

[Dear Mary: Your question
reflects concerns raised by many
readers. Asfor my own opinion,
| am highly sceptical of anything
that is designed to generate fear
in the population. The use of
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fear to "herd" the trusting masses
isan age-old tactic, and | believe
that people are more afraid of
viruses than they are of terror -
ists. What a great excuse to
round up or quarantine individu -
alsor groups! Inthe USAright
now, nearly 7,000 people die
each day as a result of medical
mistakes, adverse drug reactions,
etc. 1'd be more scared of the
mainstream medical system than
of some "new" virus. Ed.]

Aluminium in Spring Water
Duncan: | found the recent
article,"Alzheimer's Disease:
The Aluminium Link™ in your
August—September issue
[NEXUS 12/05] quite disturbing.

One of the largest producers of
spring water in Australia (Coca-
Colaat Peats Ridge near Sydney)
is selling large volumes of spring
water containing 1.4 mg/L of
dissolved aluminium at a pH of
4.2. Dissolved aluminium at a
pH of 4.2 ismostly in the form of
monomeric aluminium.

Based on the above article by
Dr Foster (see web page http://
hdfoster.com/Foster_Alzheimers.
pdf), this water would be
considered an extreme case.

Also, there are many other
spring-water companies bottling
in the same region where the lev-
els of aluminium range from 0.2
mg/L to 0.4 mg/L with a pH
between 4.8 and 5.5.

According to previous research,
even these waters if consumed
for extended periods of time
could be causing major health
problems in this country.

Isn't it about time that someone
in this country investigated
Foster's work in relation to prod-
ucts that are being sold into
many, many homes around
Australia?

This country is already facing a
major epidemic with Alzheimer's
disease, and | strongly believe
that thisissue needs at least to be
investigated by the appropriate
organisations beforeit istoo late.

If Dr Foster is correct, we arein
serious trouble.

Andrew C., Australia
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BREAKING AMERICA'S
GRIP ON THE INTERNET

ou would expect an
announcement that would
forever change the face of the
Internet to be a grand affair—but
unless you knew where he was
sitting, all you got was David
Hendon's slightly apprehensive
voice through a plastic earbox.
Hendon is the UK Department
of Trade and Industry's director
of business relations and was in
Geneva representing the UK
Government and European
Union (EU) at the third and final
preparatory  meeting for
November's World Summit on
the Information Society. He had
just announced a political coup
over the running of the Internet.
Representatives from the UK
and US, old aliesin world politics, sat just
feet away from each other, but all looked
straight ahead as Hendon explained the EU
had decided to end the US Government's
unilateral control of the Internet and put in
place a new body that would now run this
revolutionary communications medium.
The issue of who should control the Net
had proved an extremely divisive issue,
and for 11 days the world's governments
traded blows. For the vast majority of
people who use the Internet, the only real
concern is getting on it. But with the
Internet now essential to countries' basic
infrastructure, the question of who has
control has become critical.
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In the early days, the US Department of
Commerce (DoC) pushed and funded
expansion of the Internet, and when the
Net became globa the DoC created a pri-
vate company, the Internet Corporation for
Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN),
torunit.

The DoC was due to relinquish that con-
trol in September 2006, when its contract
with ICANN ends. But an extraordinary
u-turn by the US Government in June sent
shockwaves around the Internet world
when the DoC made it clear it intended to
retain control of the Internet's root servers
indefinitely.

(Source: The Guardian, October 6, 2005)

"Oh, honey, you shouldn't have! A dozen bottles of the last of the world's oil!"
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ASIAN CURRENCY UNIT
ON THE WAY

An Asian currency unit is
expected to be on trial by the
middle of next year, paving the
way for a future unified Asian cur-
rency, reports International
Finance News, citing a senior offi-
cial of the Asian Development
Bank.

The unit will integrate the cur-
rencies of 13 members, including
mainland China, Japan and South
Korea, to be an index to test their
currency stability, the Shanghai-
based newspaper said. Whether
the Hong Kong dollar and New
Taiwan dollar will beincluded is
still under study.

The Asian Development Bank
will publish daily on its website the
exchange rate of the Asian
currency unit (ACU) to the US dollar, the
euro and the currencies of members.

The ACU will be modelled on the for-
mer European currency unit, forerunner of
the euro, adopting a basket of currenciesto
decide its value.

(Source: Shanghai Daily, October 26, 2005)

USA TO IMMUNISE DRUG

COMPANIES FROM LIABILITY

bill recently introduced in the US

Senate, the "Biodefense and Pandemic
Vaccine and Drug Development Act of
2005" (S. 1873) aims to shortcut the
testing procedures for new vaccines and
drugs in case of a pandemic and to protect
vaccine-makers from legal liability in case
the drug causes adverse reactions.

The US National Vaccine Information
Center (NVIC) has called the bill, which
passed out of the US Senate HELP
Subcommittee on Bioterrorism and Public
Health Preparedness the day after it was
introduced, "a drug company stockholder's
dream and a consumer's worst nightmare”.

The proposed legislation will strip
Americans of the right to a jury-heard
court case if they are harmed by an experi-
mental or licensed drug or vaccine that
they are forced by the government to take
whenever Federal health officials declare a
public health emergency.

The bill alows for the establishment of
the Biomedical Advanced Research and
Development Agency (BARDA) as the
single point of authority within the
government for R&D into drugs and
vaccines in response to bioterrorism and
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natural disease outbreaks such as the flu.
BARDA would operate in secret, exempt
from the Freedom of Information Act and
the Federal Advisory Committee Act,
ensuring that no evidence of injuries or
deaths caused by drugs and vaccines
labelled as "countermeasures’ will become
public.

Nicknamed "Bioshield Two", the legis-
lation is being pushed rapidly through
Congress without time for voters to make
their voices heard by their elected repre-
sentatives.

The legislation will eliminate both regu-
latory and legal safeguards applied to vac-
cines as well as remove the right of chil-
dren and adults harmed by vaccines and
drugs to present their casein front of ajury
inacivil court of law.

(Source: NVIC pressrelease, October 19,
2005, http://mww.nvic.org)

BRAIN CHIPS MAKE UNIVERSAL

SOLDIERS ONE STEP CLOSER

pparently the Pentagon has decided

that one of the thingsits soldiers are
missing is brains, or at least the ability to
remember details of their training. Could
microchips implanted in their brains create
super-soldiers?

Researchers at the University of
Southern California's bio-engineering
department have developed a chip which
they claim acts in exactly the same way as
the hippocampus, the part of the brain that
deals with memory. The chip can send out
electrical signals which are similar to how
the hippocampus operates.

So far the chip has worked well on dead
rats, and the Pentagon hopes that one day
experiments will be carried out on soldiers.

Clearly none of these boffins or
Pentagon experts reads science fiction, or
they would not be doing this.

(Source: Inquirer, UK, October 25, 2005)

THE BRAINGATE CHIP
magine being able to control your envi-
ronment simply by thinking. Ten years

ago, this technology was thought by many
scientists to be impossible because of the
complexity of the human brain.

Matthew Nagel, a C4 paralytic
(paralysed from the neck down) has been
playing pong, drawing circles and
manipulating a computer with thoughts
alone viathe BrainGate. It's a small chip,
2 mm?, and is surgically implanted onto
the surface of the brain. Extending down
into the cortex are a hundred thin,
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platinum-tipped electrodes, each a
millimetre long and only 90 microns at the
base. These pick up the brain's electrical
signals which are then transmitted to a
computer via slender gold wires connected
to each electrode.

This technology promises profound
changes for the lives of millions of paral-
ysed and handicapped individuals, but its
implications run much deeper and may one
day affect us al. Now scientists are read-
ing this cortex-generated electrical infor-
mation, much like your first CD player
read songs. Very soon they plan to be able
to "write" information as well, just like a
CD burner.

This could change how we communi-
cate: we could think directly at our friends
instead of speaking, learn in our sleep and
remember perfectly. Our memories could
be stored "off line" on some external
device. Moreimportantly, the BrainGate
would affect how we interact with our
environment.

(Source:  PhysOrg News, November 1, 2005,
http: //Amww.physor g.com/news? 746.htm)

EU WINS POWER TO IMPRISON
NATIONAL CITIZENS
n unprecedented ruling on 13
September 2005 by the European
Court of Justice (ECJ) in Luxembourg
gives Brussels the power to introduce har-
monised crimina law across the European
Union (EU), creating for the first time a
body of European criminal law that all
Member States must adopt.
The judgement by the EU Supreme

"l used to be a ‘convict'.

WWW.nexusmagazine.com

Now I'm a 'spatially circumscribed State customer".

Court was opposed by 11 EU governments:
Ireland, Denmark, Finland, Sweden, The
Netherlands, Germany, France, the UK,
Spain, Portugal and Greece.

In principle, the judgement gives the EU
the power to impose criminal sanctions for
all breaches of EU law. It greatly extends
the power of the non-elected Brussels-
based EU Commission, which would have
the exclusive right to propose such crimi-
nal sanctions to be adopted by majority
vote of the Council of Ministers.

Traditionally the European Court of
Justice has worked hand in glove with the
Commission, as both are supranational
institutions that benefit from increasing
supranational powers. In the words of one
of itsjudges, the ECJis a"court with a
mission"—that mission being to extend the
supranational powers of the EU and its
ingtitutions to the utmost.

The ruling means that the European
Commission can propose an EU crime
that, if passed by the European Parliament
and a qualified majority of Member States,
must be adopted by all Member States
even though a particular government and
parliament may be against it. This means
that a particular EU Member State can be
forced to introduce a crime into its law if
enough other EU States support it. It also
gives the Commission the power to compel
members to enforce EU criminal law if
governments drag their heels or if their
courts refuse to sentence people for
breaches of EU laws.

(Source: Team Europe, September 30, 2005,
http: //www.teameur ope.info)
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BRITAIN RECRUITED MUSLIM
TERRORISTS, CLAIMS MP

n astonishing claim that M 16 recruited

Muslim extremists in Britain for terror
training abroad has been made by British
MP and former cabinet minister Michael
Meacher in an article for the Guardian (sis-
ter paper of the Asian News).

The former environment secretary claims
that Britain's "overseas" security organisa-
tion, M16, set about recruiting UK
Muslims, directing them to support US
efforts to overthrow communist govern-
mentsin Afghanistan and Yugoslavia.

He highlights a Delhi-based research
foundation that estimates anything up to
200 British Muslims could have undergone
training in overseas terrorist camps under
the protection of the Pakistani secret ser-
vice, the ISI, which was backing the armed
Islamic insurrection against the Afghan
communist regime and its Soviet backers.

Mr Meacher also highlights the case of
UK-born Muslim Omar Saeed Sheikh, sen-
tenced to death for the murder of US jour-
nalist Daniel Pearl in 2002. He writes that
Sheikh has been allowed 32 appeal s against
his sentence, the last being adjourned
"indefinitely". He says the same Delhi
foundation describes Sheikh as a British
agent.

Mr Meacher adds. "Thisis all the more
remarkable when this is the same Omar
Sheikh who, at the behest of General
Mahmood Ahmed, head of the ISI, wired
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$100,000 to Mohammed Atta, allegedly the
leading 9/11 hijacker, before the New Y ork
attacks, as confirmed by Dennis Lomel,
director of FBI'sfinancial crimes unit.”

Mr Meacher's argument is that the UK
and US security services do not want a
proper investigation into these links
because it would expose how they
encouraged and helped to recruit Islamic
"warriors' when it suited their purposes but
that these same forces eventually turned on
the West, inflamed by what they saw as
anti-1slamic occupations and pro-Israeli
international policies.

(Source: The Asian News, September 30,
2005, http: //mwww.theasiannews.co.uk)

STATE-SPONSORED TERRORISTS
BEHIND INDONESIAN GROUPS
ndonesian police or military officers may
have played arole in the 2002 Bali
bombing, the country's former president,
Abdurrahman Wahid, hassaidina TV pro-
gram broadcast across Australia.

In an interview with SBS's Dateline pro-
gram aired on the third anniversary of the
bombing that killed 202 people, Mr Wahid
said he has grave concerns about links
between Indonesian authorities and terror-
ist groups.

While he said he believes terrorists were
involved in planting one of the Kuta night-
club bombs, the second, which destroyed
Bali's Sari Club, had been organised by
authorities. Asked who he thought had
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planted the second bomb, Mr Wahid said:
"Maybe the police...or the armed forces.
The orders to do this or that came from
within our armed forces, not from the fun-
damentalist people," he said.

The program also claims a key figure
behind the formation of terrorist group
Jemaah Islamiah was an Indonesian spy.
Former terrorist Umar Abduh, who is now
aresearcher and writer, told Dateline that
Indonesian authorities have a hand in many
terrorist groups.

"There is not a single Islamic group,
either in the movement or the political
groups, that is not controlled by
[Indonesian] Intelligence,”" he said.

Abduh aso told the program his organi-
sation, the Imron Movement, was incited to
arange of violent action in the 1980s when
the Indonesian military told the group that
the assassination of several Muslim clerics
was imminent.

Another terrorism expert, George
Aditjondro, said a bombing in May 2005
that killed 23 people in the Christian vil-
lage of Tentena, in central Sulawesi, had
been organised by senior military and
police officers.

"Thisis astrategy of depopulating an
area and when an area has been depopulat-
ed, [people] becoming refugees or becom-
ing paramilitary fighters, then that is the
time when they can invest their money in
major resource exploitation there," he said.
(Source: The Australian, October 12, 2005,
http: //www.theaustralian.news.com.au)

LIGHT-EMITTING FINGERS
Human hands glow but fingernails

release the most light, according to a
recent study that found all parts of the hand
emit detectable levels of light.

The findings support prior research
which suggested that most living things,
including plants, release light. Since dis-
ease and illness appear to affect the
strength and pattern of the glow, the dis-
covery might lead to less-invasive ways of
diagnosing patients.

Mitsuo Hiramatsu, a scientist at the
Central Research Laboratory at
Hamamatsu Photonics in Japan, who led
the research, told Discovery News that the
hands are not the only parts of the body
that shine light by releasing photons, or
tiny, energised increments of light.

"Not only the hands, but also the
forehead and bottoms of our feet emit
photons," Hiramatsu said, adding that, in
terms of hands, "the presence of photons
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means that our hands are producing light
al of thetime."

Thelight isinvisible to the naked eye, so
Hiramatsu and his team used a powerful
photon counter to "see" it. The detector
found that fingernails release 60 photons,
fingers release 40 and the palms are the
dimmest of all, with 20 photons measured.

Fritz-Albert Popp, aleading world expert
on biologically related photons at the
International Institute of Biophysicsin
Germany, was not surprised by the
findings. Popp and his team believe that
the light from the forehead and the hands
pulses out with the same basic rhythms, but
that these pulses become irregular in
unhealthy people. A study he conducted
on amuscular sclerosis patient seemed to
vaidate the theory.

(Source: Discovery News, September 6,
2005, http://tinyurl.com/d963a)

QUICK DEATH FOR OFFSPRING
OF RATS FED GM SOY
he Russian scientist planned a simple
experiment to seeif eating genetically
modified (GM) soy might influence off-
spring. What she got, however, was an
astounding result that may threaten amulti-
billion-dollar industry.

Irina Ermakova, a leading scientist at the
Institute of Higher Nervous Activity and
Neurophysiology of the Russian Academy
of Sciences (RAS), added GM soy flour
(5-7 grams) to the diet of female rats.
Other females were fed non-GM soy or no
soy at all. The experimental diet began
two weeks before the rats conceived and
continued through pregnancy and nursing.

Ermakovas first surprise came when her
pregnant rats started giving birth. Some
pups from GM-fed mothers were quite a bit
smaller. After two weeks, 36% of them
weighed less than 20 grams compared to
about 6% from the other groups.

But the real shock came when the rats
started dying. Within three weeks, 25 of
the 45 (55.6%) rats from the GM soy group
died compared to only three of 33 (9%)
from the non-GM soy group and three of
44 (6.8%) from the non-soy controls.

Ermakova preserved several major
organs from the mother rats and offspring,
drew up designs for a detailed organ analy-
sis, created plans to repeat and expand the
feeding trial and promptly ran out of
research money.

Her findings are hardly welcome by an
industry aready steeped in controversy.
(Source: GMWatch.com, Oct 31, 2005)
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SELENIUM: GOOD NEWS IN CANCER TREATMENT

his unusual story of a West Australian farmer was told to me by one of the farmer's
friends who lives in Melbourne. It is full of happy endings, almost too good to be
true.

This farmer was diagnosed with bowel cancer. His doctor-surgeon arranged a date for
him to check into hospital to have the cancer removed. In due course on the date set,
after he was checked into hospital, the doctor-surgeon visited him in his room to tell him
that after reviewing al the tests and X-rays, all concerned agreed that his cancer was
inoperable and that all tests indicated his heart was not strong enough to survive such
major surgery.

The farmer said, "Doctor, you're telling me there is nothing you can do for me?"
"Yes," the doctor said, and then apologised for such alate change of decision. The
farmer then requested his wife to go and check him out of hospital and for his son to
pack his bag and take it to the car. He said that he would have to go home and treat
himself.

For many years this farmer had treated his cattle and sheep for prevention and cure of
various ailments. One drench had proved especially effective and that was Selenium
Drench Concentrate. He decided to formulate a daily dose for himself based on his own
body-weight, as he had so often done for his farm animals.

Over the following few months, he took this dosage on an empty stomach every
morning. After several months his wife said, "I think you are getting better! You look
good and don't seem to be sick at al. | think you had better visit the doctor and have
him check you over!" Which he did. The doctor said that as far as he could examine
him externally, the cancer was gone. Hetold the farmer to go home and enjoy life!

One day shortly after, awell-dressed lady driving an expensive car arrived at the
farm. She said, "Your doctor is my doctor and he tells me you cured yourself of bowel
cancer. | have bowel cancer and I've come to ask you to share the treatment."”

The farmer said, "Woman, it would be worth more than my farm for me to start acting
like a doctor! But | know how desperate you are. I'll put the ingredients out and will
show you what | mixed up, but | can't give it to you. My wife and | have to do the
evening chores—feed the fowls and milk the cows and so on. While we're gone, you
can steal the ingredient if you like but | can't give it to you!" That is exactly what the
lady did and she treated herself as instructed. Several months later, she returned with
bouquets and presents. She told her farmer friends she was cured and given a clearance
by their mutual doctor.

Soon after, another well-dressed lady arrived by car at the farmer's house. She had
been sent by the first lady. She stated she had bowel cancer and requested the farmer
share his treatment with her. He said he would treat her exactly the same as he had
treated her friend—which he did with the same excellent results.

Several months later and almost amusingly, the farmer's own doctor arrived at the
farm, stating that he had come for more than a social visit because he, too, now had
bowel cancer and wanted the farmer to share the treatment with him. Which the farmer
did in the same way as for the two ladies. and with the same excellent resullts.

The friend who conveyed this story to me was a suspected prostate cancer victim hav-
ing a very high PSA [prostate-specific antigen] count. He immediately went onto the
treatment and very quickly his PSA was down to normal. Another of my friends was
diagnosed positively as having prostate cancer and was planning surgery. He has been
on the selenium treatment, and recently was given amedical all-clear. Friends who
have gone on the treatment as a precaution—Dbelieving as | do that what will cure will
prevent—have found that minor skin cancers on their hands have cleared up.

The treatment as worked out by the farmer is with Selenium Drench Concentrate,
which anyone can purchase from veterinary product suppliers. Itisliquid selenium.
For years, the sale of selenium for human consumption has been prohibited. The active
constituent is 10 mg of selenium per mL as sodium selenite. The dosage is one tea-
spoonful to two litres of water, of which mixture you drink 226 mL or two-thirds of a
400 mL breakfast cup each morning on an empty stomach.

I've been taking it for severd years and it certainly does not appear to produce any ill
effects.

(Source: Email from Keith, dated February 26, 2004, sent to NEXUS Magazine in mid-
2005)
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ch year, the Project Censored team from Sonoma State Univer sity, California,

selectsand evaluates thousands of published news stories by journalistsworking

in the national and international mainstream as well as alter native press.

udents, faculty staff and community expertsparticipatein this process, which

ultimately decides on thetop 25 storiesthat werethe most underreported by the US cor-

porate media. Followingisan edited summary of Project Censored's selection for

2004-2005. To seethefull report with references and updates, visit the web page
http://ww.pr o ectcensor ed.or g/censored_2006/index.htm.

— Editor

1. Bush Administration Moves to Eliminate Open Government
hroughout the 1980s, Project Censored highlighted a number of alarming reductions to
government access and accountability. It tracked the small but systematic changes made
to existing laws and the executive orders introduced. 1t now appears that these actions may
have been little more than a prelude to the virtual lock-box against access that is being con-
structed around the current administration.

Changes are being made to laws that provide public access to USFederal records. The
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) gives citizens the ability to file a request for specific
information from a government agency and provides recourse in Federal Court if that agency
failsto comply with FOIA requirements. Over the last two decades, beginning with President
Reagan, this law has become increasingly diluted and circumvented by each succeeding
administration.

Under the Bush Administration, agencies make extensive and arbitrary use of FOIA exemp-
tions (such asthose for classified information, privileged attorney-client documents and certain
information compiled for law enforcement purposes) often inappropriately or with inadequate
justification. Recent evidence shows agencies making frivolous (and sometimes ludicrous)
exemption claims, abusing the deliberative process privilege, abusing the law enforcement
exemption and withholding data on telephone service outages.

Quite commonly, the Bush Administration simply failsto respond to FOIA requests at all.
Whether thisis simply an inordinate delay or an unstated final refusal to respond to the
request, the requesting party is never told. But the effect isthe same: the public is denied
accessto the information.

The Bush Administration also engages in an aggressive palicy of questioning, challenging
and denying FOIA requesters digibility for fee waivers, using avariety of tactics. Measures
include narrowing the definition of "representative of news media', claiming that information
would not contribute to public understanding.

The Presidential Records Act ensuresthat after a president leaves office, the public will have
full access to White House documents used to develop public policy. Under the law and an
executive order by Reagan, the presumption has been that most documents would be rel eased.
However, President Bush issued an executive order that establishes a process that generally
blocks the release of presidential papers.

The Bush Administration has dramatically increased the volume of government information
concealed from public view. InaMarch 2003 executive order, President Bush expanded the
use of the national security classification. The order eliminated the presumption of disclosure,
postponed or avoided automatic declassification, protected foreign government information,
reclassified some information, weakened the panel that decides to exempt documents from
declassification and adjudicates classification challenges, and exempted vice presidential
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records from mandatory declassification review.

The Bush Adminigtration has a so obtained unprecedented authority
to conduct government operationsin secret, with little or no judicial
oversight. Under expanded law enforcement authority in the Patriot
Act, the Justice Department can more easly use secret ordersto obtain
library and other private records, obtain "sneak-and-peek” warrantsto
conduct secret searches and conduct secret wiretaps.

In addition, the Bush Administration has used novel legal interpre-
tations to expand its authority to detain, try and deport individuasin
secret. Since the 9/11 attacks, the Bush Administration has asserted
unprecedented authority to detain anyone whom the executive branch
labels an "enemy combatant”, indefinitely and secretly. It has autho-
rised military trialsthat can be closed not only to the public but also
to the defendants and their attorneys.

The Bush Administration has consistently refused to provide to
members of Congress, the Government Accountability Office and
congressional commissions the information necessary for meaningful
investigation and review of the administration's activities.

(Source:  Common Dreams, September 14, 2004, http://www.
commondreams.org)

entering the city and were denied access to the wounded, corporate
media showed little concern regarding their denied access. Inthe US
press, we see casualties reported for Fallujah asfollows. number of
US soldiers dead, number of Iragi soldiers dead, number of
"guerrillas" or "insurgents" dead. Nowhere were the civilian
casualties reported in the first weeks of the invasion. An accurate
count of civilian casualties to date has yet to be published in the
maingtream media.

In late October 2004, a peer-reviewed study was published in the
British medical journal The Lancet, concluding that at least 100,000
civilians had been killed in Irag since it was invaded by the United
States-ed coalition in March 2003. Researchers, headed by Dr Les
Roberts of Johns Hopkins University, undertook a nationa survey to
estimate mortality during the 14.6 months before the invasion
(January 1, 2002, to March 18, 2003) and to compare it with the
period from March 19, 2003 to the date of the interview, between
September 8 and 20, 2004. Iragi households were informed about the
purpose of the survey, assured that their names would not be
recorded and told that there would be no benefits or penalties for
refusing or agreeing to participate.

2. Media Coverage Fails on Iraq:
Fallujah, War Crimes and the
Civilian Death Toll

n April and November 2004, the

United States conducted two major
sieges against Fallujah, an Iraqi city of
300,000 people. The first attempted
siege resulted in a defeat for Coalition
forces. Asaresult, the US gave the
citizens of Fallujah two choices prior
to the second siege: leave the city or
risk dying as enemy insurgents. Faced
with this ultimatum, approximately
250,000 citizens, or 83 per cent of the
population of Fallujah, fled the city.
The 50,000 citizens who either chose to remain in the city or who
were unable to leave were trapped by Coalition forces and were
cut off from food, water and medical supplies. The US military
claimed that there were a few thousand enemy insurgents remain-
ing among those who stayed in the city and conducted the inva-
sion asif all the people remaining were enemy combatants.

Burhan Fasaa, an Iragi journdist, said Americans grew easily frus-
trated with Iragis who could not speak English. "Americans did not
have interpreters with them, so they entered houses and killed people
because they didn't speak English..." Abu Hammad, aresident of
Fallujah, told the Inter Press Service that he saw people attempt to
swim across the Euphrates to escape the siege. "The Americans shot
them with riflesfrom the shore. Even if some of them were holding a
white flag or white clothes over their head to show they are not fight-
ers, they were all shot." Furthermore, "even the wound[ed] people
were killed. The Americans made announcements for people to
come to one mosque if they wanted to leave Fallujah, and even the
people who went there carrying white flags werekilled." Former res-
idents of Fallujah recall other tragic methods of killing the wounded.
"l watched them [US Forces] roll over wounded people in the street
with tanks... This happened so many times."

Preliminary estimates as of December 2004 revealed that at least
6,000 Iragi citizensin Fallujah had been killed and one-third of the
city had been destroyed.

According to David Walsh on the World Socialist Web Site, the
American media also seemsto contribute to the subversion of truth in
Fallujah. Although, in many cases, journalists were prevented from
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"The Americans made
announcements for people to
come to one mosque if they
wanted to leave Fallujah,
and even the people who
went there carrying white
flags were killed."
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According to the survey, the major
public health problem in Irag has been
the violence. However, despite
widespread Iragi casualties, household
interview data do not show evidence of
widespread wrongdoing on the part of
individual soldiers on the ground.
Ninety-five per cent of reported killings
(all attributed to US forces by
interviewees) were caused by helicopter
gunships, rockets or other forms of
aeria weaponry.

The study's results promptly flooded
through the worldwide media—
everywhere except in the United States,
where there was barely awhisper about
the study, followed by stark silence. The study was never mentioned
on television news, and the truth remains unheard by those who may
need to hear it most.

The US Government had no comment at the time and remains
silent about Iraqi civilian deaths. "The only thing we keep track of is
casualties for US troops and civilians," a Defense Department
spokesman told The Chronicle.

Theillegal, heavy-handed tactics practised by the US military in
Irag, as are evident in these news stories, have become what appears
to be their standard operating procedure in occupied Irag. Countless
violaions of international law and crimes against humanity occurred
in Fallujah during the November 2004 massacre. Evidenced by the
mass slaughtering of Iragis and the use of illegal weaponry such as
cluster bombs, napalm, uranium munitions and chemical weapons
during the sege—when the entire city was declared a"free fire zon€"
by military leaders—the brutality of the US military has only
increased throughout Iraq as the occupation drags on.

According to Iragisinside the city, at least 60 per cent of Fallujah
ended up being totally destroyed in the November siege, and eight
months after the siege entire districts of the city remained without
electricity or water. |sragli-style checkpoints were set up in the city,
prohibiting anyone from entering who did not live inside the city.
Non-embedded media were aso not allowed in the city.

(Sources: Peacework, December 2004—January 2005; World
Socialist Web Site, November 17, 2004; The New Standard,
December 3, 2004; The Lancet, October 29, 2004; The Chronicle of
Higher Education, February 4, 2005; FAIR, April 15, 2004)
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3. Another Year of Distorted Elections and Coverage
litical analysts have long counted on exit pollsto be areliable
predictor of actual vote counts. The unusual discrepancy
between exit poll data and the actual vote count in the 2004 US
election challenges that reliability. However, despite evidence of
technological vulnerabilities in the voting system and a higher
incidence of irregularitiesin swing states, this discrepancy was not
scrutinised in the mainstream media. They simply parroted the
partisan declarations of "sour grapes' and "let's move on" instead of
providing any meaningful analysis of ahighly controversial election.
The officia vote count for the 2004 election showed that George W.
Bush won by three million votes. But exit polls projected avictory
margin of five million votesfor John Kerry. This eight-million-vote
discrepancy is much greater than the error margin. The overal margin
of error should statistically have been under one per cent. But the
officia result deviated from the poll projections by more than five per

4. Surveillance Society Quietly Moves In
On December 13, 2003, President Bush, with little fanfare and
no mainstream media coverage, signed into law the contro-
versial Intelligence Authorization Act while most of America
toasted the victory of US forcesin Iraq and Saddam Hussein's
capture. None of the corporate press covered the signing of this
legidlation, which increases the funding for intelligence agencies,
dramatically expands the definition of surveillable financial insti-
tutions and authorises the FBI to acquire private records of those
individuals suspected of criminal activity without a judicial
review. American civil liberties are once again under attack.

The "atmosphere of fear" generated by recent terrorist attacks, both
foreign and domestic, provides administrations the support necessary
to adopt stringent new legidation. In response to the September 11
attacks, new agencies, programs and bureaucracies have been
Created.

cent—agtatistical impossihility.

Edison Media Research and Mitofsky
International, the two companies hired to do the
polling for the Nation Election Pool (a consor-
tium of the nation's five major broadcasters and
the Associated Press), did not immediately pro-
vide an explanation for how this could have
occurred. They waited until January 19, the eve
of theinauguration. Also, the report shows that
the discrepancy between the exit polls and the
official count was considerably greater in the
critical swing States.

In precincts that were at least 80 per cent for
Bush, the average within-precinct error (WPE)
was a whopping 10.0 per cent—the
numerical difference between the exit poll
predictions and the official count. Also, in
Bush strongholds, Kerry received only
about two-thirds of the votes predicted by
exit polls. InKerry strongholds, exit polls
matched the official count almost exactly
(an average WPE of 0.3). Thisexit poll
datais astrong indicator of a corrupted
election. But the case grows stronger if
these exit poll discrepancies are interpreted
in the context of more than 100,000 offi-
cialy logged reports of irregularities and
possiblefraud during Election Day 2004.

In Franklin County, Ohio, Columbus
voters faced one of thelongest ballot linesin history. In many inner
city precincts, voters sometimes had three-hour waits to get to the
poll before being required to cast ballots within five minutes, as
demanded by the Republican-run Board of Elections. Seventy-seven
of the county's 2,866 voting machines malfunctioned on Election
Day. One machine registered 4,258 votes for Bush in a precinct
where only 638 people voted. At least 125 machines were held back
at the opening of the polls, and another 68 were never deployed.
While voters were rushed through the process, 29 per cent of the
precincts had fewer voting machines than in the 2000 election despite
a25 per cent increasein turnout.

These problems point to an election that requires scrutiny. Even if
the discrepancy between exit polls and actual vote countsissimply a
fluke, other flaws and questionable practices in the voting process
make one wonder whether or not the peopl€e's voice was actually
heard and if we are truly aworking democracy.

(Sources: In These Times, February 15, 2005, http://www.inthese-
times.com; Seattle Post-Intelligencer, January 26, 2005)
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The official vote count
for the 2004 election
showed that George

W. Bush won by
three million votes.
But exit polls
projected a victory
margin of five million
votes for John Kerry.

This eight-million-vote

discrepancy is
a statistical
impossibility.
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The Totdl Information Officeisabranch of the
US Department of Defense's Defense Advanced
Research Projects Agency (DARPA). It hasa
mission to "imagine, develop, apply, integrate,
demonstrate and transition information technolo-
gies, components and prototype, closed-loop,
information systems that will counter asymmet-
ric threats by achieving total information aware-
ness'. Another intelligence-gathering agency,
the Information Awareness Office, hasamission
to gather as much information as possible about
everyone in a centralised location for easy
perusa by the US Government.

In November 2002, the New York Times
reported that DARPA was developing a
tracking system called "Total Information
Awareness' (TIA), intended to detect ter-
rorists through analysing troves of informa
tion. The system, developed under the
direction of John Poindexter, then director
of DARPA's Information Awareness
Office, was envisioned to give law enforce-
ment access to private data without suspi-
cion of wrongdoing or awarrant.

The Total Information Awareness
program's name was changed to "Terrorist
Information Awareness' on May 20, 2003,
ostensibly to clarify the program'sintent to
gather information on presumed terrorists
rather than compile dossiers on US citizens. Despite this name
change, a Senate Defense Appropriations bill was passed
unanimously on July 18, 2003, expressly denying any funding to
Terrorist Information Awareness research.

In response, the Pentagon proposed the Multistate Anti-Terrorism
Information Exchange (MATRIX), a program devised by long-time
Bush family friend Hank Asher as a pilot effort to increase and
enhance the exchange of sensitive terrorism and other criminal
activity information between local, State and Federal law
enforcement agencies.

The MATRIX, as devised by the Pentagon, is a State-run
information-generating tool, thereby circumventing Congress's
concern regarding the appropriation of Federal funds for the
development of this controversial database. Although most states
have refused to adopt these Orwellian strategies, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Connecticut and Floridajumped on the TIA bandwagon.

Y et somehow, after the apparent successful dismantling of TIA,
the expressed concern by Representatives Mark Udall of Colorado,
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Betty McCollum of Minnesota, Ron Paul of Texas and Dennis
Moore of Kansas, and heightened public awareness of the MATRIX,
the Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Y ear 2004 was signed
into law on December 13, 2003.

The Act expands the definition of a surveillable financial institu-
tiontoinclude real estate agencies, insurance companies, travel agen-
cies, Internet service providers, post offices, casinos and other busi-
nesses aswell.

Due to massive corporate mergers and the acquisition of reams of
newly acquired information, personal consumer data have been made
readily available to any agency interested in obtaining it, both com-
mercia and governmental.

According to an update from Anna Miranda of the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU), MATRIX was officially shut down on
April 15, 2005. The program, which consisted of 13 states—and
only had four states remaining prior to its closure—received $12 mil-
lion in funding from the Department of Justice and the Department of

5. United States Uses Tsunami for Military Advantage

he tragic and devastating power of December 2004's Indian

Ocean tsunami was plastered across the cover of practically
every newspaper around the world for the better part of a month.
At the same time that US aid was widely publicised domestically,
the coinciding US military motives were virtually ignored by the
press. While supplying aid (which, when compared proportion-
ately to that of other, less wealthy countries, was an insulting pit-
tance), the US simultaneously bolstered military alliances with
regional powers in, and began expanding bases throughout, the
Indian Ocean region. The US desire to curtail China's burgeoning
economic and military might is contingent upon its control of this
area.

During subsequent tsunami relief operations in the following
months, writes Rahul Bedi in the Irish Times, the United States
revived the Utapao military base in Thailand, which it had used dur-
ing the Vietnam War, and plans to move Task Force 536 there to

Homeland Security.

She notes that the tremendous explosion in
surveillance-enabling technol ogies, combined
with the ongoing weakening in legal restraints
that protect our privacy, mean that we are drift-
ing toward a surveillance society.

For instance, with the application of radio-fre-
quency identification chips (RFIDs)—individu-
alised computer chips capable of communicating
with areceiving computer—consumer behaviour
can literally be tracked from the point of pur-
chase to the kitchen cupboard and can be moni-
tored by dl interested parties.

The United States
has had trouble
expanding its military
influence in the
region largely due
to suspicions by

establish aforward positioning site for the US
Air Force. It reactivated its military cooperation
agreements with Thailand aswell asthe Visiting
Forces Agreement with The Philippines.

US Navy vessels also utilised facilitiesin
Singapore, in keeping with previous treaties.
Further, the USNavy and marines arrived in Sri
Lankato bolster relief measures, despite the
tsunami-hit island'sinitial reluctance to permit
their entry.

The US also stepped up its survey of the
Maacca Straits, over which China exercises con-
siderable influence and through which 90 per

On May 10, 2005, President Bush Indonesia and cent of Japan's oil supplies pass. The
secretly signed into law the Real ID Act, : United States has had trouble expanding its
requiring states within the next three years MalaySIa that the military influence in the region largely due

to issue federally approved electronic

identification cards. Attached as an

amendment to an emergency spending bill

funding troops in Afghanistan and Irag, the
Real ID Act was passed without the

scrutiny and debate of Congress.

One of the main concerns about the
electronic identification card is identity
theft. The Act mandates the cardsto have
anti-counterfeiting measures, such as an
electronically readable magnetic strip or
RFID chip. Privacy advocates argue that RFID chips can be read
from "unauthorised" scanners, allowing third parties or the general
public to gather and/or steal private information about an individual.
The Red 1D Act has given no consideration to this drawback.

Other privacy concerns regarding the electronic identification card
is the use of information by third parties once they've scanned the
cards and accessed the information. At thistime, the Act does not
specify what can be done with theinformation. A company or organ-
isation scanning your identification card could potentially sell your
personal information if strict guidelines on what to do with the infor-
mation are not mandated.

Inability to conform over the next three years will leave US citi-
zensand residents paralysed. |dentification cards that do not meet the
federally mandated standards will not be accepted as identification
for travel, opening abank account, recelving socia security payments
or obtaining government benefits, among other things.

(Sources: Information Management Journal, March/April 2004;
LiP Magazine, Winter 2004, http://www.lipmagazine.org; Capitol
Hill Blue, June 7, 2004; ACLU, http://www.aclu.org/)

14 « NEXUS

US is disguising
imperial aims under
the goal of waging
war against terror.

WWW.nexusmagazine.com

to suspicions by Indonesia and Malaysia
that the US is disguising imperial aims
under the goal of waging war against terror.
The two countries have opposed an
American plan to tighten security in the
vitad Mdacca Straits shipping lanes—aplan
which might have involved US troops
being stationed nearby.

The Bush Administration isreviving its
hopes of normalising military ties with
Indonesia, writes Jim Lobe for Inter Press
Service. Theworld's most populous Mudlim nation, with its strategi-
cally located archipelago, critical sealanes and historic distrust of
China, hasmade it an ideal partner for containing Beijing.

According to Rahul Bedi, Washington has also long wanted a
nava presencein Trincomalee, eastern Sri Lanka, or in Galle, further
south, to shorten the supply chain from its major regional military
base in Diego Garcia, which the British Indian Ocean Territory
leased to the US in 1966 for 50 years. Diego Garcids geostrategic
location in the Indian Ocean and its full range of naval, military and
communications facilities giveit acritical role supporting the US
Navy's forward presence in the North Arabian Sea and the Indian
Ocean region. However, because of the base's remoteness and the
fact that the lease with Britain expiresin 2016, the US is seeking an
aternative location in the region.

Long before the tsunami struck, an article dated April 21, 2003, by
Josy Joseph on Rediff.com, explained that a classified report com-
missioned by the United States Department of Defense expresses a
desire for accessto Indian bases and military infrastructures. The US
Air Force specifically wants to establish basesin India
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The report, entitled "Indo-US Military Relations: Expectationsand
Perceptions’, was distributed amongst high-ranking US officials and
ahandful of senior memberswithin the Indian Government. It refers
to the Defense Department's desire to have "access closer to areas of
instability".

Post-tsunami actionsin the Indian Ocean illustrate the US intention
to move this agenda forward sooner rather than later.

(Sources: Jane's Foreign Report, February 15, 2005,
http:/frp.janes.com; The Irish Times, February 8, 2005)

6. The Real Oil-for-Food Scam
he US has accused UN officials of corruption in the Irag "oil-
for-food" program. According to Joy Gordon in Harper's
Magazine and former UN weapons inspector Scott Ritter in the
UK Independent, the charge was actually an attempt to disguise
and cover up long-term US Government complicity in this
corruption.
Ritter says that "this posturing is nothing more than a hypocritical
charade, designed to shift attention away from the debacle of George
Bush's self-made quagmirein Irag, and legitimise theinvasion of Irag

7. Journalists Face Unprecedented Dangers
ccording to the International Federation of Journalists (IFJ),
2004 was the deadliest year for reporters since 1980 when
records began to be kept. Over a 12-month span, 129 media
workers were killed; 49 of those deaths occurred in the Iraq
conflict.

According to independent journalist Dahr Jamail, writing for Inter
Press Service, journalists are increasingly being detained and threat-
ened by the US-installed interim government in Irag. When the only
safety for areporter is being embedded with the US military, the
reported stories tend to have a positive spin. Non-embedded
reporters suffer the great risk of being identified as enemy targets by
the military.

The most blatant attack on journalists occurred the morning of
April 8, 2003, when the US Third Infantry fired on the Palestine
Hotel in Baghdad, killing cameramen José Couso and Taras Protsyuk
and injuring three others. The hotel served as headquarters for some
100 reporters and other mediaworkers. The Pentagon officials knew
that the Palestine Hotel was full of journalists and had assured
Associated Press that the US would not target the building.

by using Iraqi corruption, and not the
now-missing weapons of mass destruc-
tion, asthe excuse".

According to Gordon, the charges laid
by the US [General] Accounting Office
arebogus. Thereis plenty of evidence of
corruption in the oil-for-food program,
but the trail leads not to the United
Nations but to the United States. "Thefif-
teen members of the Security Council—
of which the United States was by far the
most influential—determined how
income from oil proceeds would be han-
dled, and what the funds could be used
for."

Contrary to popular understanding, the Security Council is not the
samething asthe UN. It ispart of it, but operates mostly indepen-
dently of thelarger body. The UN's personnel "simply executed the
program that was designed by the members of the Security Council”.

The claim in the corporate mediawas that the UN allowed Saddam
Hussein to steal billions of dollarsfrom oil sales. If welook a who
actualy had control over the oil and whose hands held the money, a
very different picture emerges. "If Hussein did indeed smuggle $6
billion worth of oil in'therichest rip-off in world history', hedidn't do
it with the complicity of the UN. Hedid it on the watch of the US
Navy," claims Gordon.

Every monetary transaction was approved by the US through its
dominant role on the Security Council. Ritter explains that "the
Americans were able to authorise a$1 bn exemption concerning the
export of Iragi oil for Jordan, as well aslegitimise the billion-dollar
illegal oil smuggling trade over the Turkish border". In another
instance, a Russian oil company "...bought oil from Iraq under 'oil for
food' at a heavy discount, and then sold it at full market valueto pri-
marily US companies, splitting the difference evenly with [the
Russian company] and the Iragis.

This US-sponsored deal resulted in profits of hundreds of millions
of dollars for both the Russians and the Iragis, outside the control of
‘il for food'. It has been estimated that 80 per cent of the ail illegally
smuggled out of Iraq under 'oil for food' ended up in the United
States."

(Sources: Harper's, December 2004, http://www.harpers.org/
TheUNisUS.html; The Independent, UK, December 12, 2004,
Common Dreams.org)
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According to Truthout, the US Army
had refused to release the records of its
investigation. The US Committee to
Protect Journalists, created in 1981 to
protect colleagues abroad from govern-
ments and others who have no use for
free and independent media, filed suit
under the Freedom of Information Act to
forcethearmy to releaseitsresults. The
sanitised copy of the releasable results
showed nothing more than a commander
inquiry.

Unsatisfied with the US military's
investigation, Reporters Without Borders
(RWB), an international organisation
that works to improve the legal and physical safety of journalists
worldwide, conducted its own investigation and gathered evidence
from journalists in the Palestine Hotel at the time of the attacks.
These were eyewitness accounts that the military neglected to include
initsreport. The RWB report aso provided information disclosed by
others embedded within the US Army, including the US soldiersand
officersdirectly involved in the attack. The report stated that US
officidsfirst lied about what had happened during the Palestine Hotel
attack and then, in an officia statement four months later, exonerated
the US Army from any mistake or error in judgement. The
investigation found that the soldiersin the field did not know that the
hotel wasfull of journalists.

OlgaRodriguez, ajournalist present at the Palestine Hotel during
the attack, stated on KPFA's Democracy Now! that the soldiers and
tanks were present at the hotel 36 hours before the firing and that
journalists had even communicated with the soldiers.

There have been severa other unusual attacks on journaists. Inall
cases, little investigation has been conducted, no findings have been
released and al soldiersinvolved have been exonerated.

(Sources. International Federation of Journalists mediarelease, 18
January 2005, http://www.ifj.org; Inter Press Service, November 18,
2004; Truthout, February 28, 2005, http://www.truthout.org;
Democracy Now!, March 23, 2005)

8. Iragi Farmers Threatened by Bremer's Mandates

I n his article "Adventure Capitalism", Greg Palast exposes the
contents of a secret plan for "imposing a new regime of low

taxes on big business, and quick sales of Iraq's banks and
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bridges—in fact, ‘all state enterprises—to foreign operators".
This economy makeover plan, he claims, "goes boldly where no
invasion plan has gone before". One of the goalsisto impose
intellectual property laws favourable to multinationals. Palast
says thisis likely "history's first military assault plan appended to
aprogram for toughening the target nation's copyright laws".

Interviewed by Paast, Grover Norquist—the "capo di capi of the
lobbyist army of the right"—makes the plan even more clear when he
responds. "Theright to trade, property rights, these things are not to
be determined by some democratic election.” No, these things were
to be determined by the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA).
Before heleft his position, CPA administrator Paul Bremer "issued
exactly 100 orders that remade Iraq in the image of the Economy
Plan". These orders effectively changed Iragi law.

A good example of this business invasion involves agriculture.
The details of this part of the "market make-over" arelaid out in the
Grain website article, "Irag's New Patent Law: adeclaration of war
against farmers'. Order 81 of the 100 is entitled "Patent, Industrial
Design, Undisclosed Information, Integrated Circuits and Plant
Variety". According to Grain staff writers, this order has "made it
illegal for Iragi farmers to re-use seeds harvested from new varieties
registered under the law". Plant Variety Protection (PVP) "...isan
intellectual property right or akind of patent for plant varietieswhich

been inflated for some time now because of the monopoly position of
"petrodollars’ in oil trades. With thelevel of national debt, the value
of the dollar has been held artificially high compared to other
currencies.

The vast majority of the world's oil is traded on the New Y ork
NYMEX (Mercantile Exchange) and the London I PE (International
Petroleum Exchange). Both exchanges are owned by US
corporations and transact oil tradesin US currency. However, the
euro has become a somewhat stronger and more stable trading
medium than the US dollar in recent years. Perhaps thisiswhy
Russia, Venezuela and some members of OPEC have expressed
interest in moving towards a petro-euro system for oil transactions.
A shift away from US dollars to eurosin the oil market would cause
the demand for petrodollars to drop, perhaps causing the value of the
dollar to plummet.

Clark warnsthat "a unilateral US military strike on Iran would fur-
ther isolate the US Government, and it is conceivable that such an
overt action could provoke other industrialized nations to abandon
the dollar en masse". Perhaps the US planners think that they can
corner the market in oil militarily. But from Clark's point of view, "a
USinterventionin Iran islikely to prove disastrous for the United
States, making matters much worse regarding international terrorism,
not to mention potential adverse effects on the US economy". The

gives an exclusive monopoly right on
planting material to a plant breeder who
claimsto have discovered or developed
anew variety. So the 'protection’in
PV P has nothing to do with conserva-
tion, but refers to safeguarding of the
commercial interests of private breed-
ers (usualy large corporations) claim-
ing to have created the new plants'.

Writing in The Ecologist, Jeremy
Smith explains; "Under the guise of
helping Iraq back on its feet, the US
is setting out to re-engineer the coun-
try's traditiona farming system into a
US-style corporate agribusiness." In
that traditional system, "97 per cent
of Iragi farmers used their own saved seed or bought seed from
local markets".

Smith continues. "Unfortunately, this vital heritage and knowl-
edge base is now believed logt, the victim of the current campaign
and the many years of conflict that preceded it."

(Sources: TomPaine.com, October 26, 2004; Grain, October
2004, http://www.grain.org; The Ecologist, February 4, 2005)

9. Iran's New Qil Trading System Challenges US Dollar
he US media tell us that Iran may be the next target of US
aggression. The anticipated excuseis Iran's alleged nuclear
weapons program. William Clark, at GlobalResearch.ca, says that
economic reasons may have more to do with US concerns over
Iran than any weapons of mass destruction.

In mid-2003, Iran broke from tradition and began accepting euros
as payment for its oil exports from its European Union and Asian
customers. Saddam Hussein attempted asimilar bold step back in
2000 and was met with a devastating reaction from the United States.
Iran intends to set up an oil exchange (or bourse) in 2006 that would
facilitate global trading of oil between industrialised and devel oping
countries by pricing salesin the euro, or "petro-euro”. Tothisend, it
is creating a euro-denominated, Internet-based oil exchange system
for global oil sdes. Thisisadirect challengeto US-dollar supremacy
inthegloba oil market. Itiswidely speculated that the US dollar has
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more likely outcome of an Iran inva-
sion would be that, just asin Iraq,
Iranian oil exports would dry up,
regardless of what currency they are
denominated in, and Chinawould be
compelled to abandon the dollar and
buy oil from Russia, likely in euros.

Clark points out: "World oil
production is now flat out, and amajor
interruption would escaae oil pricesto
alevel that would set off a global
depression.”

(Source: Centre for Research on
Globalization, September 27, 2004,
http://mww.global research.ca)

10. Mountaintop Removal Destroys Ecosystems

ountaintop removal (MTR) is a new form of coal mining in

which companies dynamite the tops of mountains to collect
the coal underneath. Multiple peaks are blown off and dumped
onto highland watersheds, destroying entire mountain ranges.
More than 1,000 miles of streams have been destroyed by this
practice in West Virginiaalone. MTR endangers and destroys
entire communities with massive sediment dams and non-stop
explosions.

According to Fred Mooney, an active member of the Mountain
Faction of Katuah Earth First!: "MTR isan ecocidal mining practice
in which greedy coal companies use millions of pounds of dynamite
aday (three million pounds a day in southwest Virginia aone) to
blow up entire mountain rangesin order to extract a small amount of
coa." Hegoesontosay: "Then, asif that wasn't bad enough, they
dump the waste into valleys and riverbeds. The combination of these
elements effectively kills everything in the ecosystems.”

The coal industry has coined many less-menacing names for
mountaintop removal, such as cross-range mining, surface mining
and others. But regardless of the euphemism, MTR remains among
the most pernicious forms of mining ever concelved. Blasting moun-
taintops with dynamite is cheaper than hiring minerswho belong to a
union. More than 40,000 have been lost to MTR in West Virginia
aone.
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Ninety-three new coal plants are being planned for construction
throughout the US. Demand for coal will increase as these new facil-
ities are completed. Qil is starting to run out and there are no con-
crete plans for atransition to renewabl e resources such aswind and
solar energy. Coal companies therefore will be well-positioned to
capitalise on their growing market. Katuah Earth First! isone of sev-
eral groupsresisting MTR.

(Source:  EarthFirst!, November—December 2004, http://www.
earthfirgjourna.org)

11. Mental Screening Program Usurps Parental Rights

I n April 2002, President Bush appointed a 22-member commis-
sion—the President's New Freedom Commission on Mental

Health—to "identify policies that could be implemented by

Federal, State and local governments to maximize the utility of

existing resources, improve coordination of treatments and ser-

Perhapsit is because Ely Lilly has severa tiesto the Bush family,
e.g., George Bush, Sr was once amember of the board of directors.
Of Ely Lilly's$1.6 million political contributionsin 2000, 82 per cent
went to Republicans and George W. Bush. In June 2002, George W.
Bush appointed Ely Lilly CEO Sidney Taurel to a seat on the
Homeland Security Advisory Council.

In November 2004, Congress appropriated $20 million to imple-
ment the findings of the New Freedom Commission on Mental
Health. Mandatory screening by schools for mental health illnesses
would be included in the program. Congressman Ron Paul,
R-Texas, introduced an amendment to the appropriations bill which
would withhold funding for mandatory mental health screenings and
require parental consent and notification. His amendment, however,
was voted down by a wide margin (95 to 315 in the House of
Representatives).

Paul, adoctor and long-time member of the American Association

vices, and promote successful community
integration for adults with a serious mental
illness and children with a serious emotional
disturbance". Members of this commission
included physicians in the mental health field
and at least one former employee (Robert N.
Postlethwait) of pharmaceutical giant Ely
Lilly and Co.

In July 2003, the commissioners published
the results of their study. They found that men-
tal health disorders often go undiagnosed, and
recommended to the president that there should
be more comprehensive screening for mental
illnesses for people of al ages, including pre-
school-age children. In accordance with
their findings, the commission suggested
that schools were in a"key position” to
screen the 52 million students and six mil-
lion adult employees of the nation's
schools.

The commissioners also recommended
linking the screenings with treatment and
support and using the Texas Medication
Algorithm Project (TMAP) as a model
treatment system. TMAP, which was
implemented in Texas's publicly funded
mental health care system while George
W. Bush was governor of Texas, isa
disease management program that aids physicians in prescribing
drugs to patients based on clinical history, background, symptoms
and previous results. It wasthe first program in the United States
aimed at establishing medication guiddines for treating mental hedth
illnesses.

Critics of mental health screening and TMAP claim that thesearea
payoff to pharmcos. Many cite Allen Jones, aformer employee of
the Pennsylvania Office of the Inspector-General. He was fired when
he revedled that many key officials who have influence over the med-
ication plan in his state received monetary perks and benefits from
pharmaceutical companies, which benefited from their drugs being in
the medication agorithm.

TMAP also promotes the use of newer, more expensive
antipsychotic drugs. Results of studies conducted in the United
States and Grest Britain found that using the older, more established
antipsychotic drugs as a front-line treatment rather than the newer
experimental drugs makes more sense. Under TMAP, the Ely Lilly
drug olanzapine, anew atypical antipsychotic drug, isused asafirst-
line treatment rather than amore typical antipsychotic medication.
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of Physicians and Surgeons (AAPS), warns
that mental health screening could be used to
label children whose attitudes, religious beliefs
and political views conflict with established
doctrine. He further warns that an obvious
major beneficiary of thislegidation isthe phar-
maceutical industry. The AAPS has decried
thislegidation, saying it will lead to mandatory
psychological testing of every child in America
without parental consent and "heap even more
Ccoercive pressure on parents to medicate chil -
dren, with potentially dangerous side effects'.

(Sources: Asheville Global Report, no. 284,
June 24-30, 2004, http://www.agrnews.org;
Truth News, September 13, 2004)

12. US Military in Iraq Contracts
Human Rights Violators

he US Government is contracting

private firms to recruit, hire and
train civilians to perform duties
normally done by military personnel.
These corporate employees are sent to
fill empty positions as prison guards,
military police and interrogators at US
military bases worldwide, including
Iraq, Afghanistan and Cuba.

Independent of the United States mili-
tary, these employees are not held accountable by military law.
Many of the recruits are citizens with prior experience as policemen
or soldiers.

However, anumber of the employees have backgrounds as merce-
naries and soldiers who fought for repressive regimes throughout the
world, such asin South Africa, Chile and Yugoslavia. Employees
from some of these firms have recently been indicated in prisoner
abuse a the Abu Ghraib prisonin Iraq.

The Pentagon claims that it can no longer fight the war on terror
without enlisting the help of private contractors. The reason for this
inability isthat the number of active troopsin the United States mili-
tary has dropped from 2.1 million to 1.4 million since the end of the
Cold War. Thisputsalot of pressure on companiesto fill positions
asquickly as possible. One negative consequence of this rushed hir-
ing isthe lack of in-depth background checks on applicants. Many
recruits have been implicated in past human rights violations, includ-
ing torture and killing.

(Sources: Law.com, May 11, 2004; Mother Jones, Nov/December
2004; Corporate Watch, March 7, 2005, http://www.corpwatch.org)
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13. Rich Countries Fail to Live up to Global Pledges
orty-five million children will needlessly die between now and
the year 2015, reveals the Oxfam report, "Poor Are Paying the

Price of Rich Countries' Failure". For Third World countries,

economic growth is undermined by unfair trade rules. Without

finance and support, these countries will not be able to take
advantage of global trade and investment opportunities or protect
basic human rights.

By offering 0.7 per cent of their gross national income, wealthy
countries such asthe USA, Germany, Japan and the UK could reduce
poverty and end the burden of debt that makes low income countries
pay up to US$100 million per day to creditors. In the years 196065,
wealthy countries spent on average 0.48 per cent of their combined
national incomes on official development assistance, but by 2003 the
proportion had dropped to 0.24 per cent.

For the USto spend merely 0.7 per cent of gross national income

(Sources: Dollars and Sense, no. 252, March/April 2004,
http://www.dollarsandsense.org/0304court.html; Democracy Now!,
February 4, 2005)

15. Conservative Plan to Override Academic Freedom

n hisarticle "The New PC" in The Nation, Russell Jacoby

addresses a new extremist conservative movement to bring what
they say is "political balance" to higher education. These conser-
vatives see academia as a hotbed of liberal activity that is working
to indoctrinate Americas youth with left-wing ideology; they cite
studies that conclude that the faculty of most universities are over-
whelmingly liberal. They fear that these liberal faculty members
are abusing students who profess conservative belief systems, and
to remedy this they are pushing for regulation of the academic
world to monitor professors expression of theory and opinion.

At the forefront of this movement is David Horowitz and his acad-

on humanitarian aid, thiswould be equivalent to
one-fifth of its expenditure on defence and half
of what it spends on domestic farm subsidies.
The US, at just 0.14 per cent, isthe least gener-
ous provider of aid in proportion to national
income of any developed country. By compari-
son, Norway is the most generous provider at
0.92 per cent. The USis spending more than
twice as much on thewar in Iraq asit would cost
to increaseits aid budget to 0.7 per cent, and six
times more on its military program.

(Sources. Oxfam press release, December 6,
2004; IPS, One World US, December 6, 2004,
http://us.oneworl d.net)

14. Corporations Win on Tort
Reform; Justice Suffers
On February 18, 2005, President Bush
signed into law the most sweeping
federal tort reform measure in more than
adecade. The Class Action Fairness Act
puts into effect atort reform that will
take away people's access to the courts,
undermining the constitutional right to
trial by jury. These reforms weaken con-
sumer and worker protections, denying
due process of law in civil cases to all
but the wealthiest in our society. The act will move many civil
lawsuits from state to federal courts in an attempt to end so-called
"forum shopping" by trial lawyers seeking districts most hos-
pitable to multi-party suits against companies.

What has been lost in all the partisan rhetoric is the fact that class
action suits are most often lawsuits brought by people who have been
hurt by HMO (Hed thMaintenance Organization) abuses, civil rights
violations or workplace injuries and violations. These are the suits
that allow for compensation when large numbers of people are hurt
by companies in the pursuit of profit. Critics claim that the real
intention of thislaw isto make sure these cases get buried quickly
and are ultimately dismissed.

Attached to thishill isamass-tort section that will severely restrict
large class-action suits against pharmaceutical companies and paves
the way for medical malpractice reform, effectively immunising abu-
sive or negligent corporations from liability.

The new class-action restrictions give avirtual guarantee to banks,
insurers, drug-makers and other big industries that, no matter how
egregious their conduct, the penalty will always be financially
managesble.
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emic watchdog, Students for Academic Freedom
(SAF). SAF counselsits student members that,
when they come across an "abuse" such as con-
troversia material in acourse, they are to write
down the date, class and name of the professor.
They are advised to accumulate alist of incidents
or quotes, obtain witnesses and lodge a com-
plaint. Many in the academic world see these
actions as anew McCarthyism—an effort to sniff
out those who do not subscribe to the "dominant”
belief structure of the nation.

Horowitz is also championing a" Student Bill
of Rights". Ironically, thisbill claimsto protect
academic freedom. But Jacoby warns that
academic freedoms extended to students
easily turn into the end of freedom for teach-
ers. InHorowitz's society of rights, students
would have theright to hear all sides of all
subjects all the time. Principle no. 4 of
Horowitz's bill statesthat curricula and read-
ing lists "should reflect the uncertainty and
unsettled character of al human knowledge"
and provide "students with dissenting
sources and viewpoints where appropriate”.
The bill does not, however, distinguish when
or where dissenting viewpoints are, or are
not, appropriate.

(Source: The Nation, April 4, 2005, http://www.thenation.com)

16. United States Plans for Hemispheric Integration
he USA and Canada have been sharing nationa information
since the creation of NORAD (North American Aerospace
Defense Command) in 1958. This bi-national agreement to pro-
vide aerospace warning and control for North America is sched-
uled to expire in May 2006.

In preparation for the renewal, the American and Canadian com-
manders are proposing to expand the integration of the two countries,
including cooperation in the " Star Wars" program, cross-national
integration of military command structures, immigration, law
enforcement and intelligence gathering and sharing under the new
titte "NORTHCOM, US Northern Command".

Former Canadian prime minister Jean Chrétien refused to join
NORTHCOM. To circumvent his decision, this "illusive transitional
military body" (akaNORAD/NORTHCOM) formed an interim mili-
tary authority in December 2002, called the Bi-national Planning
Group (BPG). The command structureis fully integrated between
NORAD, NORTHCOM and the BPG. The BPG is accountable to
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neither the US Congress nor the Canadian House of Commons. The
BPG is also scheduled to expirein May 2006—hence the push for
Canadato join NORTHCOM.

NORTHCOM 'sjurisdiction, outlined by the US Department of
Defense (DoD), includes all of Canada, Mexico, parts of the
Caribbean, contiguous waters in the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, up
to 500 miles of the Mexican, United States and Canadian coastlines
aswell asthe Canadian Arctic.

Under NORTHCOM, Canada's military command structures
would be subordinated to those of the Pentagon and the DoD. In
December 2001, the Canadian government reached an agreement
with the head of Homeland Security, Tom Ridge, entitled the
"Canada-US Smart Border Declaration”, which alows confidential
information on Canadian citizens and residents to be handed over to
the US Department of Homeland Security.

The BPG is the interim military for NORTHCOM. Part of the
BPG's agendaisthe Civil Assistance Plan (CAP), which supportsthe
ongoing militarisation of the civilian law enforcement and judicial
functionsin both the USA and Canada. Military commanders would

17. United States Uses South American Military Bases to
Expand Control of the Region
he United States has a military base in Manta, Ecuador—one
of three military bases located in Latin America. The US
Government says it is there to help the citizens of Manta, but an
article by Michael Flynn in Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists says
that many people tell adifferent story.

According to Miguel Moran, head of agroup called Movimiento
Tohalli which opposes the Manta military base:

"Mantais part of abroader US imperialist strategy aimed at
exploiting the continent's natural resources, suppressing popular
movements and ultimately invading neighboring Colombia."

Flynn reports that the military base in Ecuador isan "integral part
of the US counterinsurgency strategy in Colombia—and is a potentia
staging-ground for direct American involvement in the conflict
there’. He addsthat "Ecuadorians worry that the US could ultimately
pull their country into conflict”.

Flynn goes on to say that "the base is also at the center of a grow-
ing controversy regarding the US efforts to block mass emigration

“provide bi-nationa military assistance
to civil authorities’. The United States
military would have jurisdiction over
Canadian territory from coast to coast,
extending from the St Laurence Valley
to Parry Idand in the Canadian Arctic.

It appears that some Canadian |ead-
ersarein full support of this program.
In the summer of 2004, Canada agreed
to amend the NORAD treaty to allow
sharing satellite and radar datawith the
ballistic missile defence program based
in Colorado, USA. This operation cen-
trewill control the 40 interceptor rock-
ets planned for Alaska, Californiaand
a sea

On February 22, 2005, at the NATO
summit in Brussels, Canadian prime
minister Paul Martin declared that his people would not participate in
the controversial Missile Defense Shield program. Contradicting this
message, Canada's ambassador to the US (and former board member
of The Carlyle Group) Frank McKenna said: "We are part of it
now."

On August 2, 2004, the US Air Force quietly published a new doc-
trine, " Counterspace Operations'. Meantime, Canadian military per-
sonnel are taking part in large-scale American space war-games
designed to prepare for combat in orhit.

Under an integrated North American Command, Canadawould be
forced to embrace Washington's pre-emptive military doctrine,
including the use of nuclear warheads as a means of self-defence,
which was ratified by the US Senate in December 2003.

Similar bi-national negotiations are being conducted with Mexico.
The US military could exert strategic control over air space, land
mass and contiguous territorial waters extending from the Y ucatan
Peninsulain southern Mexico to the Canadian Arctic, representing 12
per cent of the world's land mass.

The militarisation of South America under the Andean Trade
Preference Act and a"parallel" military cooperation protocol signed
by 27 countries of the Americas (the so-called Declaration of
Manaus) isan integral part of the process of hemispheric integration
(seestory no. 17).

(Sources. Centre for Research on Globalization, November 23,
2004, http://www.globalresearch.ca; Canadian Dimension Magazine,
January/February 2005, http://www.canadiandimens on.com/)
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from Ecuador [to the US]".

According to a 10-year lease
agreement between Ecuador and the
United States, "US activities at the base
are to be limited to counter-narcotics
surveillance flights". Ecuadorian
citizens are not pleased with the lease
or theway the US has abused it.

The US, says Flynn, isintervening in
Colombia through private corporations
and organisations. Most of the military
operations and the spraying of bio-
chemical agents are contracted out to
private firms and private armies.

In 2003, according to an article by
Sohan Sharma and Surinder Kumarin
in Z Magazine, the US State
Department said "there are seventeen
primary contracting companies working in Colombia, initially
receiving $3.5 million".

One of these private American defence contractors, DynCorp, runs
the military base a Manta.

"The Pentagon's decision to give DynCorp—a company that many
Latin Americans closely associate with US activitiesin Colombia—
the contract to administer the base reinforced fears that the United
States had more than drug interdiction in mind when it set up shopin
Manta," says Flynn.

In addition, say Sharmaand Kumarin, DynCorp was awarded a
"$600 million contract to carry out aerial spraying to eliminate coca
crops which also contaminates maize, yucca and plantains—staple
foods of the population; children and adults develop skin rashes’.
The chemical—the foundation for the herbicide Roundup—is
sprayed in Ecuador in amanner that would beillegal in the United
States.

According to the November/December 2004 Report by NACLA
(North American Congress on Latin America), in 2004 the Pentagon
began installing three substitute | ogistics centres (now under con-
struction) in the provinces of Guayas, Azuay and Sucumbios, and is
currently militarising the Ecuadorian police who are receiving "anti-
terrorist" training by the FBI.

(Sources: Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, January/February
2005, http://www.thebulletin.org; Z Net, December 29, 2004,
http://www.zmag.org; NACLA Report on the Americas,
November/December 2004, http://mww.nacla.org)

NEXUS = 19



18. Stocks Fraud Could Weaken US Economy
he negligence of government regulatory agencies and the
media is becoming worrisome as a major scandal, unknown
outside the financial community, is bankrupting small businesses
and investors and having a negative effect on the economy.

The scandal, coined " Stockgate" by the Financial Wire involves
the abuse of "short selling”. Asopposed to atraditional approach to
investing in which stocks are researched and bought in the hope they
will rise over the "long" term, going "short" involves a bet that a
stock is about to go down in value.

The short sale of stocksisarisky bet, usually not recommended
except for speculation or hedging, to protect long-term financial posi-
tions with short-term offsets. As short-selling isasale of stocks not
owned but lent it is an example of buying on margin—a category of
practices whose abuses stand out clearly in many people€smindsasa
sgnificant factor in the 1929 Stock Market Crash.

"Naked shorting” isan illegal abuse of short selling in which
investors short-sell stock that they have no intention or ability ever to
cover. When allowed to occur, naked shorting drives the stock value
of acompany down by creating more stock shares flowing around the
market than actual shares of stock that the company can back with its
current earnings. Companies, their shareholders and indeed the entire
economy are hurt financially by naked shorting, as it reduces the
money available to support economic growth.

Investors hurt by or concerned about the consequences of naked
shorting organised, petitioned and investigated the background sur-
rounding the Stockgate scandal. What they found was not merely a
series of noteworthy cases of extravagant abuse by individual
investors and professionals but a systemic pattern of negligence by
regulaors that alowed the abuse to go by largely unchecked.
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Whileinvestors have lost hundreds of hillions of dollarsin savings,
the Wall Street firms responsible for the abuse saw negligible fines
that had no appreciable impact on their stock values. Some execu-
tives were even given raises in the midst of their negligence and
fraud!

(Sources: Financial Wirg "Stockgate Today" Series, September
20, 2004 and April 7, 2005; San Antonio Express-News March 2,
2005; TheMatleyFool.com, March 30, 2005)

19. Child Wards Used in AIDS & Vaccine Experiments
Orphans as young as three months old were used as test sub-
jectsin AIDS drug trialsin New York's Incarnation

Children's Center. The Center, which is run by Catholic
Charities, specidisesin treating HIV sufferers, and the drug trials
were performed on children with HIV or who were born to HIV-
po