Structure of Government Under the Articles of Confederation
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Articles of
Confederation

United States
Constitution

1777

1787

1781

1791

unicameral Congress

Delegation from each state
has one vote.

bicameral Congress

Senate: 2 representatives from
each state

House: representatives
determined by population

determine value of coins

fix standards of weights and
measures

establish and regulate post office
appoint all U.S. military officers
supervise Indian affairs

make decisions on all cases
arising among states

9 of 13 states’ approval needed to
enact legislation

unanimous vote for amendments
to Articles

determine value of coins

fix standards of weights and
measures

establish and regulate post office
appoint all U.S. military officers
supervise Indian affairs

make decisions on all cases
arising among states

simple majority of both Houses
with presidential approval needed
to enact legislation

If 3 of 4 states ratify an
amendment, it is added to the
Constitution.

declare war
impose and collect taxes

regulate trade between states
and with foreign nations

coin money
raise and support armies

establish courts inferior to the
Supreme Court

make all laws which shall be
necessary.

not provided for

President

not provided for

Supreme Court
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