
Method of Undetermined Coefficients: 

 

Remark: Limitations of the method. In contrast to variation of parameters, which can 

be applied to any nonhomogeneous equation, the method of undetermined 

coefficients can be applied only to nonhomogeneous equations of the form 
y′′ + ay′ + by = f (x) where a and b are constants and the nonhomogeneous term f is a 

polynomial, an exponential function, a sine, a cosine, or a combination of such 

functions. 

 

 
 

  


