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PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD ·- • .. 
\ . DAT E 2. LOCATION ~o-.&o... 't- f- ~ \ 'v'Y\ 12. CONCLUSIONS 

o..\so "' s ee. - '1 - ?::, ~) JJ-5 - ·y~ b 0 Was Balloon 

~8 /:up,us t 5q C' 1 ........ I~lr_!1dG .. C::m!a 0 P robably Bal loon !':lr _o ~.. .,e 
0 Po ssi ~ly Balloon 

3. DAT E-TIME GROUP -4. TY P E OF OBSERVAT ION 

Local 0 Ground- Visua l 0 Ground-Ra dar 0 Wos Airc raft 
0 P ro b abl y Aircr aft 

0545~ ~r• lntercept Ra dar 
• • Po ssi bl y Aircraft 

GMT ct:A i ,.. Vi su ol 
[)' 

s. P HOTOS 
~A-Mf(. 

6. SOURCE 0 Was Astronomical 
0 Yes 0 P robobl y Astronomi c ol 

~.-, ... h~ IY\ i-Ii l i tary 0 Po ssibly Astronomical ·'- EH-lo 

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECT S 9. CoURSE 0 Ot her 
0 In s uff i cient Data for Eva lu a t ion 
0 Unk nown 

2'1 • mlnJ • l r:"l ri ,,..(! 1;hr>'1 '.'fl"'c;t 

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS 

Blip appeared on raclar , & beacon light ATIC r:1.dar o.n .tly ::;t s cv:1lu:..:. !~c t 1~ 
\ !'.J. ~ observed \ti:m~lly . Obj st:1yed be hint; r\.l.d'tr return::. ac~ thos~ o.f onoth~r ::;./ '! • ' ' I ·> 

"I" cri · <-r-ro·· ~ -; ng it·· v .. th . ~- "" •-•J .. .t.., o..)..J-

SQ IG ·:, A(\~' '~ '\ \1\ \ ~ - \ f l-f•) 3 .)1, 

{r;lf-Jt /11 /l,4,?l;!::J~ ;J/cJ~r ) . 
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Ltr, 92 BW (DCOI), Subject: (U) Uhidentified Flying Obj ect 

2. The aircraft on which the radar opera t or \'laS Ca pts.in Wolter \'laS 

n ot in the same forn:ation as the other airc raft. Thi3 orew was b 
another three ship cell but their beacon s i ghting was in a pproximat ely 
t he same area only a bout an hour lAter. Ca?tain Wolter was on a 
h eading of 152o (Uagnetio Heading ) when be s potted the beaoon return 
on his radar scope (see statemen,). He also s potted returns a short 
time l ater on his scope, and his g1.mner saw what he believed were 
ord inary aircraft lights in the same locati on a s t he radar target. No 
ooordinatee are available for these latter s i ghtings. Aopareatly the 
other ships in this formati on did not observe any unidentified objects. 
The airora.ft in which Ca9tain Wolter was flying was the tail end ship 
in the formation. (U) 

3 . The statements of the orew members, the radar film aad the photo 
log are inclosed as requested. (U) 

4. When the attaohm.nts are withdrawn or not atta ched this correspon­
dence will be down graded to unolaas i f i ed . ( U) 

FOR THE COOA.ANDE Ra 

~ . :.:.:.~. : G. SQJI!1EJ 
C ' . . " 1 ' ' 1 lr-J 1 USAL•' 
Chjcf, Adm in Svs Div 
Dir o.f ACllnln Sva 

• 

2 

• 

• 

. . - • 

7 Atch 
1. St atement (MSGT DAVIS ) (S ) 
2. Statement ( lLT YlALKER) (S ) 
3 . Statement (CAP! v\0 LT ER) ( S ) 
4. Statement (A/2C FLEWHNG) (U) 
5 . Statement (CAPT J OHNSON) (U) 
6. Jet Radar Scope Photo Log (C) 
7 . Radar Film (1 roll) (c) 
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STAT E M E NT -----------

"At point "Seirra" I heard a report over UHF interplane of a sighting 

of aircraft at 0600 z. I then switched my set to 20.000 yard range 

and picked up an unidentified return at 12,300 yards. During that t:ime 

I also had very good return s of the aircraft in our format ion. the 

farthest of vthioh was NO. -3 which was 4.000 yards range. 

This unldeotified target stayed with us a pproximately 30 minute:s 

0 
and was 30 below our a irorart. 

The coordinat~s or th is s i ghting are 50 :15 - 130:39. 

Th6 unidentifind objeot finally broke r3 ght and di$a9peared from 

my soope at la.ooo yards and 60° azimuth." 

cJ ' -~~~AJ~~ 
P..ARWi DAVIS - S -50 
USGT - 326 Bcmb Sq. 
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ST AT EMEN T ---------
"At a pprox :Jmat ely 0545 Sulu and j ust prior t o PT • :fF 14A of the 

Steeltrap route. I wa s station- keeping on the lead aircraft of the 

• 

three ship cell. I noticed a mnall #1 return to the rear at 4:00 az~uth• 

rnage about 1 NM. I notified the pilot. who quer ied the gunner. The gunn~r 

s tated that the objeot first ascended• then descended• finally disa?pearing 

to our right. 

For the next hour or so. I had oontinu~d intennittent returns in the 

nlt i tude hole• a~vays at a mile or two range , and a~imuths fran 3:00 to 

9 :00. Later absek"Vat i on of them l ed me t o believe th~ were som~ sort 

of ''mirrored" returns ~~. • a ref l ection of t he ot.'ler aircraft. I t ook 

0-15 fi lm of this phencmena * s tarting at 0011 ~. Refer to Line :/1: 6 of 

Camera Log for A/C 6-660• 28 Aug 59 • Mi ssion # 431-2. No further 

v isual s i ghtin g,s vrere made." 

• 

i .....,.,{. -fc . L<.. · .1.~-c. -· 
'JACK K • WAlKER* 1/Lt, USAF 
Ra tlar Nav. - Crew L-59 
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STATEMENT -------- -
"On "Steel Trap" mission iJ: 435...ST-6 f l O'IIIXl on 28- 29 August 19 59 • I 

si~hted the f ollowing phen cmana o 

These observations were all witnessed by Lt H. L. Bockelman , 

Capt. C. Biosi• capt. R. C. Davis , Capt. s . Phillips and SSgt. J. TEny. 

A[:>proaohing the coast for the 1st AR I • Captain · .c. T. Wolte r r adar 

operator on Cr~ R-92 p iCked up a beacon 65 miles in f r ont of our 

airorart. The beacon appeared to a ppr oach us at a fast speed passing 

unuer us in abo~ 40 seconds . 

After completi ng AR and go ing North fr0111 the TP I pioked up 

nune:-ous objects on the radar scope i n the nl·titude hol e . At times 

there were two tllld then a gain. three moving at a very fast rate of 

speed . Sever a l times thdy follm~ behind the f ormation and lights 

wore obse:tved. Also, at times a beacon type r e turn was observed . tt 

Q_ ~ '-.LL&_rt/) ,J, ~ ~!Lfd:A-
CILI\RI.FS T . VIOI!l'ER 
Captain, 38699A 
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S T A T E M E 11 T ----- --- -
"At about 0545 Z t he pilot called me to take a l ook out at 5 oolock 

to aee if I saw an aircraft. I did and 3aw it and it v~s not part of 

our formatioc. It had a ratating beacon but no Reo. lights nor NaT. 

lights. After I sighted it. it a scended and then descended to the 

r i ght of our formation out of sight. I also picked the return up on 

my radar at about 4 oclook in AZ. and at 3000 to 4000 yards. At 0600 Z 

Blue Lead tail gunner picked the target up at 12.000 yards in long 

ran ge . then I switched to long range end piok it up a t a.ooo yards. at 

6 ool ock AZ • 

• 

1 Lt:tl~~~~ ?-if;/;. ~~tJ .. 
\. . / . 

t1 •.J X!_ J-1 ) 

\VI LLL"li F . FLElt¥.TiiG 
Aj2C 
l-c9 326 Banb Sq. 
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STAT E MENT ---------
11 .. '\t a pproximately 0540 Z I was n otified by my Radar Operato:. reported 

a r eturn 2 miles behind us in the If 3 pos ition of a 3 ship oell. My 

gunner sighted what a ppeared to be a r atating beacon at 5 oclock low 

a nd after about 10 minutes it descended and was lost. A cheek with 
. 

"Consort" control revealed no reported traffic in the area. 

After about 30 munutes we had another r eturn in tl:.e same postiell. 

a nd for a period of 30 minutes it was intermittant. No visual contaot 

was r.:ade but our tail radar ahd a return at 8,000 yards f or a f ew 

minutes. 

All gr ound statir.ns reported no traffic or siGhtings." 
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, -J" ~ . ~/./ I . 
• / :, 1- ..,, ' .I ?f . , t :, t,;'-;1-.- '--- -

. ~EOR;E H . JOHNSON 
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Ca ptai~ylJSAF 
Airorart Commander 
Kellogg 19 -
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(For Column A below) 
A - P re-StriltC' ,- ' • .. 
B - Strike (ZBDA) 
C - Post-Strllr.e (BDA ) 
D - Rout 
E - Ch ' q 
F' - Surv Ulonc 
G- Weal er 
H - Nov. q 
I - Sta tion eep1nq 

LINE 
TYPE 

RAOA 
NO. p 

A 

I )J 

--

e. NAVIGAT OR($) 

GRADE INITIALS AN D L AST NAME 

:1~. 
PHOTO A REA 

START (Or IP) 

B 

5 -I} IV 
.-(/ 

1_ ---- 1'7-
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r·, ~) • I \ I . 

•• • 
•• 
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JET 

AL C AL L SIGN 

9. AIRCRAFT CO'-CMANOER 

GRADE I N ITIALS AN D L AST NAME 

CllfT 

• 

4. PROJEC T NO, 

10. C REW NO. 

• 
• 

5, TYP t:. A' 

11. TYP O::: 0 
RAD A R 

ST ART ALTITUDE ( Ft) 

TRUE 

STOP (Or Tar~et) 
T IME EXPOS· HEAD-

(GMT) RE NO. lNG TR UE D E L A Y 

c H 
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' ... . • • • , . 

lr, 3' o ~ l 'VJ .;> { 

'J' o 
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P,-.G E N.::>. N O. OF P AG E S 

• I 
t · ACFT SER-
AL NO. 

2. ,. c.. "I ... •') • 13 . MAG A ZI NE 1.& . TYPE ... . _., - SE RI A L NO. F I U -4 
12. CA"'ER A .53 F/ SETT I NG 

.._____ 
I 

0 ',..l- --.:·.r o-..-, t' . /-~ • • -
• RE M ARKS 
( Weather, M a /functlona, Unu,u• l R • tum •. 

.. 
• 

ETA./ Fr«n • N umber, e tc.) 

J 

... ' , )·"' 
.., -
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'! RADAR OPFR A TION (Ch ., c k On e) 

FAC TOR 

O I" T ,t. IL. 

For: u s 

EXC EL.• 

L.ENT 
cooo P OOR 
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• . • - . • BOMBING DATA FOR IBDA 
. 

BOMB RELEASE AIMIN~ POINT , 
( C eos n.,.h IC Coo rtlin ~~~ u) 

LINE ~--------....----~ G 2 ._ __ --r...:_...:_ ___ .-------1 
NO. TIME(CMT RAOA.R NO 

• EX POS. 
t o Socond) UR E NO. 

ocz 

K L M N 

. 
OFFSET 

•• 1 
OFFSET 

' ltZ 

. 0 p 

• 
• • • 
• • 

• 

• 

TARGET CHART 
REFERENCE 

NUMBER 

Q 

BOMBING DATA F OR IB OA FROM RADAR (Continue~ 

A IMIN G . ESTIM AT ED 
(Chec k 1) CI RCULAR 
... E R 

WIND 
(N.S/&'W) 

R 

BOMBING 
ALT SET 
IN COM· 

P UTER 

s 

IL.INE u Ill X 
NO. w Ill TRUE 

INIT IAL 
EXPOSURE 

INTERVALOMETER 
SETTING 

REMA RKS ( Woathor, ole:) ... 
I[ IL 0 FEET "21· - ... 

Ill M UTH 0 0 

FROM RADAR •• I ~ 

ACFT l'f OFFSET ~ALUE • 
(N.$ ~ B-W) TRUE 

AIR 
SPEED 
(Knot •) 

J l 
TRUE 

HEAD­
ING 

T 

liZ 

u v w 

TRAIL 
(Fe et) 

X 

IBDA DATA FRO~ AERIAL C AME 

Ill, TYPE A. ERI A.L. 
CA.M ER 4 

/{"/_.// / 
10. 1\E:RI A.L CA.MERA-117, 
SERII\L NUMBER L! 

• 

lAc lAc AE AF AG 1&, TYPE 
~---+~~~~~--~~--+-~~~--~A~H~--~--------~A~I--------~~----------------~AJ=---------------------~ MA.CA.ZINE 

10 .... 1\G 4 Z. INE 
SER! A.L. NUMBER 

20 
Fl 

REMARKS CONCERNING OOMBING BY THIS AIRCRAFT OR OTHER A IRCq AFT ( Include PO•t rol e~uo a/tl::.:de /on) 

• 
• 

2 I, TYPE FILTER 

t . I . /./ 
J 

; 

23. F/ SETTING 

I . - • • -- . 

!22. TILT ANGL 

• 
, • I I 

2A, SHUTTER 5 1 

.· 

REMARKS CONCERNING CAMERA '~AL FUNCTIONS 01 

. 
CAMER A REQUIREMENT ORCER 

C AMERA 
I NST ALLATIO N 

( L.Ino out camctolf 
not roqult'Dd lo t 

ml .. lof\) 

TYP E 

A 

• 

SERI A.L NO, 

8 

• 

' 

C AMERA 

FOCAL 
LENCTH 

c 

CONE F FILTER 
SERIA.L NO. STOP 

0 E F 

M4GAZINE F l 

SHUT• NO, LOAD 
TER REo TYPE SERIAL NO. 

(Feet) 
SPEEO OUIRED 

G H I J K 

LT 
~+---------~---4----~--~---+----~---------+---

TR~MET VT mm 
AT mm 

SPLIT LSV in 
VERTICAL~•~r~·~M"-+------~----------~--~~~--------~---+---~~----f---~------r---------·-------;-------
OlA~~~L 11 ~~;::. In 

~~------~----------------+------~+----------------r----~------~--~----1r----~r-------·-------+------
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_1 ' • 'l - STOP TYPE PRE•SET 

' DROGUE WIND WATCH BOMB BURST 
(N..S a nd E · W) ATF AHO ALT 

(Second•) C APSUL E. (Feet) 

-- y z AA AB 

-

CAMERA OA T A CARD -
RA MODIFIED TO INDICATE 

(Ch e ck .,No" or 0 Yea ... 11 ° Yea" 
I'"OC AL le eheek<td, lndleatfl "Light No.") 

: NGTH 

/ 
. •' INDICATION NO Y ES L. ~fJIT 

BOMB RELEASE 
T YPE I• l.M 

' 
;/ ... 

I 
A -· , ,.. OFFSET 

·' 
E 

• MEMORY POINT . ~ 

.. Wind D.,t.,rm.) . , -
-' E O::O 

BOM B BURST 

._, 
TRACKING 

-
I MOO I FICATIOHS 

LM • 
SIGNA TURE OF I NDIVIDUAL -. 

-· TYPE . WHO LOADED C AMERA 
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REPL Y TO 
HT~ Of: AFCIN- 4E4g 

• .. ' . , . ,~ ' 
• • 

AIR TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE CENTER 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

WRIGHT·P ATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE 

OHIO 

. .. 
• • • 

• 

• 

su~JEc r: (U) Unidentified Fl ying Object 29 September 1959 

TO: AFCIN- 4El 

Request analysis and/or i nterpretation of radarscope film attached . 

. : ,.. . . . ~, 
",J ..... 

V\A..on'~e 
RICHARD R . SnOOP 
Colonel , USAF 
AFCIN- 4E4 

• • • • 

2 Atch: 

• 

1 . Nsg 3 Sep 59 , OOOI 13080 
2. Ltr 22 Sep 59 , subj: 

(U) Unidentified Flying Object 
T59-27033 w/7 Atch 

J·! ./_ 
, ....... ' •"-•""'t. l .\•1 . • 
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t·1emo, AFCIN-4E4g1 29 Sep 591 (U) Unidentified Flying Object 

l s t Ind (AFCIN-4Ela/1·lr. Pickles imer/74201/ jc) 

TO: AFCIN-4E4g 

• • 

• • 

21 Oct 59 

1 . Analysis of attached radarscope film has b een accomplished with the 
followi ng results: 

a. The blips on the film are not different f r om ordinary radar 
blips , hence no particular tYJ>e of "target" or flying object is indicated. 

b. A few still photographs of a radar incH cat or do not give the 
v iever as good an insight as to what actual Jy occurred as the live radar 
picture gives to the radar operator a t the time of the s ighting of the 
objects. 

~ 
2 . This office agrees wit h the proposed explanati on that some type of 
air c-raft possibly caWted the 
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.t . .,: ,,1 f. 771 
_..Jv" I f , ~,. ,..l 

/ ,...GOR r C. HOFF 
,~' { Co onel, USAF 

{/ 7'CI1i- 4El. 
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MESSAGEFORM 

SECURITY CLASSIFl 'ON 

' 
UNCLASSIFIED 

SPACE BELOW RESERVED FOR COMMUNI CATION CENTER 

.Sf t.f.. (,.. 
I • ., 

iD 0 G fuf 't ;-;' .,~ • .. :. Et, : · • 

~ if!E 
PRECEDENCE TYPE MSG (Checlc) A CCOUNTI N G ORI G . OR REFERS TO CLA !;SI F I CAT ION 

&YMBQ L OF REFEREN CE 
A CTION ROUI'INE Qt)f)l( M Ul. T l SING I..!!: . 
I NFO X AE OOOI 13o80 UNCI AS 
F ROM : SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 

ATIC W- P AFB 
T O : 

92D BOMBARDMENT WI NG, IFAIRCHII.D .AFB , WASH . 
• 

• 

f-/ J'0o - A rr/J/; /~lAS/FROM: AFCIN- laElag -c -
YOUR M3G DCOI , 13080, DTD 2 SEP 59 • REQ. THE STATEMENTS CF THE 

\iiTNESS.ES .AND T"rlE 0-15 C.AIVlERA FilM BE FORWARDED TO THIS C:ENI':ffi . 

IN ADDITION TO 'lH.E ABOVE , THE FOLLOWING INFO IS REQUE3TED: \~dA.T 

WAS THE FORMATION OF ACFT? WHA.'.r WAS THE DISTA.N;E BEI'WEEN OBJ' .AND 

. 
ACFT? WHAT COLOR WAS 'IHE ROTATING BEACON? WAS IT DETERMINED THAT 

THE BEACON W.AS IN THE EXA.CT LOOATION AS THE RADAR 'fARGsr? DID THE 

BEACON APPEAR TO CHANGE IN S IZE OR BRIWTNESS AT ANY TINE? WAS THE 

BEACON VIEWED CONI'INUOUSLY WI'IHOUI' A BREAK? WERE THE REFORTID ACFT 
. 

HEADINGS MAGNETIC? DID THE ACFT VARY THEm COURSE AT ANY TTI-IE? WAS 

'lHR CEn.ING AND VISIBU.trY REPORTED FOR THE AREA. OF SIGHTING? DID 

THE RADAR TARGEl' CLOSE ON TH& ACFT AT &'lY TDIE , OR JUMAIN AT T£iE 
' I 
' ' ~\JE DISTAN::E THROUGHOUT THE SIGHTING? 

- ... 

DATE TIME 

COORDINA. T ION: 9 0825 

AFCIN- 4E4 /Jf{))vl-lmO c ' ..-; .. - ?.../-. ~ g MO N T H YEA ~ 

DATFI d N ,-;JC A]'CIN-~./-tt:' - q DA'r;!; ~ I/ 7r;; S EP I 1959 
SYMBOL v SI G N A TURE / 

AFCIN- 4E4g 6- / Jl.. . -
/ 1:. ......- ..... • I / .. ..-... _ .... ""' '4-< 

~ ' "' I R . • w TYPED NAM~!l_L9l~J!" ./// j ~e;uire!~/ I I - E T Y R EO..(o.r s ffl m p ed) NAME AN D TI TLE 
l IV • A R L -

' Major ooert J';. ~t'ieod -E • 
T A' • 
E P H O N E &92 1& / PAG & 1 I ~:;.~: 1 s Lrn•rs r R Nk. E :· • ··y\ t \, !~ l ~~R F:t (. . P. i S ECUI> I iY CL.\S•HFI C'I.TII!>N \ ··...; [ ••r ' • I .ool \ 7' . i \ _J -. • , 

. , , iJ.:r l~T(\TR 
UNCIASSIFIEJ> ' I \~ . , , n~r"t~:~ 

REPLACES DO FORM 173, t OCT 49, WHICH WILL BE USED UNTIL E X HAUSTED 
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• 
• t 
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REPL Y TO 
ATT N Of : 

SU B J E C T : 

T 0 : 

I 

• • 

• 

.. 

• ' ' . . 
' I . ' 

• • •• - "' ~) 

H E A D QUA RTERS 
920 BOMBARDMENT WIN G 

U N ITED ST AT E S AI R FORCE 
FAIRC HILD A IR FORCE B ASE, WASHINGTON 

~ 

DCOI 
2 4 ~E2 1959 

(U) Unidentified Flying Objeot ,.. . 

ATIC, Wright Patterson ARB, Ohio 

• 

a. 
tion. 

Airoraf't were flying a cell or three a i rcraft 
About 1 mile separated eaoh plane. (U) 

in trail form.a-

b. 
one to 

The distance between the object and t he a i rcraft varied fran 
f ive miles. (U) 

o. The r otating b ea oon wa s red. Accord.lng to t he gunner who 
wi t nessed the beaoon visually, it was on an a iroraft t hat had neither 
r e cognition n or navigation lights and in this gunners opinion the air­
cra f t a ppeared t o b e s ome"what smaller t han a B-52. No other details 
could be seen. ( 0) 

d. It was detennined that the beacon was in the same general 
l ocation as the radt\r target. (U) 

e. The beacon a ppeared to s t ay about the same brightness and s ize 
wh ile it 'vas obsen-ed. (U) 

f. Ttw. beacon Mi:.l viewed continuously (visually) without a break 
for about 10 or 12 mmutes. (u) 

g . The heading reportad in the origina l r e port was not a ma gnetio 
h 9adiag . The magnetio heading was 152°. Ther e was 100 left drift and 
the variat i on was -25°. (U) 

h. Airoraft did not vary course any time exoept a t r egularly 
s cheduled turning pointe. ( U) 

I 

i. The oeiling and visibility reported was for the area of the 
s i~hting. (U) 

j-:. T:u t r 3.dA.r -~"l:-:;ats did clos"t on th~ ai.r~J r•n·t . T:1e d:.:rtao.o o:t 
va r l;;,d from five ml l a s t o abo ut one .mile. When the dis tan ce \"78. 3 "Ni t h­
in one mile the targets left t he scope. (U) 
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