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ll lst~tnCO Of 50 feet for ahout 2 0 DliD ­
Ltte3 . When source nppro? c bed obj e cts , 
tl1ey rose and slowl y di sappeare d behind 
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a ble huntnting sound. ObJ ects r a p o rt 0 d l y 
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Retarence APCDf ft Meg IC-4oo90, concurrent to your org and 

~35th AB S.clD, dtcl. 28 JaD 58, ~ati.Dg cbecka~ record surveys 

or into 

your area, 

to investi.ptiOD ot UFO all aged 1D 

23 Nov 57. No anawer aa yet. Rettueet 

sta"Qla or dispclition. For gu:l.clauce or authority re thia 

matter, attention invited to Ai'R 200-2, dtd 5 Feb 58, wbieh 
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Previous rccuests for c hec.-k-8 nnd i.nves ti.:ation fr om AF Chief cf 
4 ~ 1~\l -

(~'1•(.) \~\~~ 
Staff' , Intelli genceAis sUbject . Reference two r equests , r epeAt 

tuo requests , for chec~ as to any aircraft, r.ti~sile, h eli co-;--ters 

or other test flieht s or opErc:{ti ons in general or ea t ltir ty(30) 

miles west of Tonopah a t anproximately 0630 hour s norni:1g of 

23 Hov 57, Ci te TTHsgs Ar0IH- 4E, IC- 40090 DTD ~ Jan 58 ond IC-

40327 DTD 19 }.far 58 . Careful search shows no reply . Re<~uest i.St ... 

status or disposition o f tt:is rna tter as ro on as poosible . Aiso , 
if ~ossible either one or bot h of yo~ · replies inadvertantly 

sent to wrong address . 
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TO ~ APT. G. GREGORY 4E4/THRU L. G. WHI 'fCHER 483 
FROH 4B4/G. S. S I~lPS OtJ, JR. 
R/19/ 1805 Z . . 
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I FINALLY CONTACTED DR. P. FITTS AT 12.45 P.t-1. TODAY. HE AGREES TO 
COl·IE OVER TO TAKE A LOOK NEXT WEEK, POSSIBLY TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25. 
UILL ADVISE AFTER HIS FIRST VISIT AND REVIEW ltTHAT HE INTENDS DOING. 

I N THE t·1EANTIME, 
ALL LINED UP. 
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:C:N D 
FEB 19/1937 Z/ Avl 
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IT£~1 8. 
CAPT G·REGORY ASKED t·1E TO PASS ON THE FOLLO~~Jit!G INFORMATION 
TO YOU. 

A. REQUEST YOUR DISCREET I NTERCESSICN I~ ATIC,S DEllALF 
RE FITTS ANALYSIS OF A UFO PSYCHO CAS E SUD~l iTTED TO HII·~ 6 \•JEEH S 

AGO. 

B. REO.UEST REPEATED CONTACTS vJITH HII1 OR HIS PHIV ATE SECRETARY 
FOR THE LAST TWO WEEl<S GIVE US IM PRESS ION OF " RUN- AROUND". 

c. t·IATTER NOH HAS REQCHED XXXX REACHED I NTEREST OF HIGH LEVEL 
UAS HINGTON G!1 0UPS • 

D. FIRST CONTACT WITH FITTS - 4 WEI{XXX WEEKS AGO - STATED HE 
vJOULD BE BUSY AND IN CONFERENCES FOR THO HEEl<S. IN VIE\tl OF 
FACT THAT IT BAS UNDESIRABLE TO FIND SONEONE ELSE, CONSIDERED 
O!<A Y TO LOS E THE T\~0 vJEEKS • 

E~ LAST WEEK CALLED EVERY DAY WITH ASSURANCES THAT }IE "FITTS" 
WOULD GIVE US AN ORAL REPORT THE NEXT DAY AND HE HOULD CONTACT 
US. YEl" NO ATTEMPT MADE TO CONTACT THE CENTER. WE HAD TO CALL 
HI~ NEAR THE END OF THE WORKING DAY WITH THE SAME ANS \•JER "SORP.Y, 
ETC., ETC., WILL GIVE YOU A CALL"• 

F. AS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE INSTITUTE, COULD YOU CONTACT HIM 
AGAIN AND FIND OUT WHETHER OR NOT HE OR ANY OF HIS COLLEAGUES 
CAN DO IT. IF THE ANSviER IS "NO", DO YOU HAVE · SOMEONE HITH IN 
THE ORGANIZATION UHO COULD HANDLE THIS FOR US 

-DIB ..Y DR~A1E. lA~l STll b WI!!k u. ?JO .DIDWT BUZP.l<a SOU~~ED A~ 

• 

aND DO .. tr READ JUIS O~'A¥ GA • 
R:bAD ti FINE• c;QT b/r3T Q .., 

IS THIS IHii D¥ OPR I 

1'0 eta 28~. ,. 
. 

-Yl!S HIt? Pt.3 • V z.• 
Gh t;W'fXXX :cGUTVU ~$3 :z · · ...?LS ACt: l ·l+!N .. !J · • 
.:f.H-!~1~ CL --2~~ • 

Sfi 14 SW MI YR f~O·K 

FOR - .. 

.H-/W biNS fOtJ.R AG~h .. 

THE O~GANIZATION vJHO COULD HANDLE THIS FOR US. HE HAVZ T O GET 
SOHE REPLY INTO UASHINGTON TOMOP.ROt•J TO OUR HEADQ.UAP.TERS • 
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GA THE CAPT IS HERE 
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HOLD ON ONE ~l iN PLS. GUS IS Ol~ liiS BAY }[ERE . 
FI RE WJ{EN READY THEtJ GA 

THIS IS GUS TO GR£GORY CAPT GEO RGE TH AT IS 

REVIEHING THE LOCAL NEUSPAPErr I NOTICED A STATEt·1ErJT THAT DR FITTS 
IS PLANNING TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY C VAC AT ION I THitn< O~l APRIL 
4 TH. I Aivi STILL HOLDI NG THE SSNS ITIVZ DOCUt1ENT AND HAVZ 
H£ARD NO UORD FROU FITTS AS YET THIS \'JE}:!{ SUGGEST THERF:FORF.: 
~iAT IF YOU 2ETAIN ANY HOPES AT ALL OF GETTING HIS REVI l~tl THAT 
YOU CALL HIE AND TELL HIH YOU HI LI.. SHOH UP AT EITHER HIS OFFICE OR 
HO!·i E tJ ITH TH~ DOCUt!ENT AND JUST ASi~ H I N TO NAt-iE TH~~ DAY AND HOUR 

IF THIS SEEHS SOUND I \~ILL RETURN THE DOCUHENT ItJ THZ POUCH TODAY SO 
THAT NO tlEED FOR YOU TO STOP HEP.E TO GET IT GAPLS 

GUS FP.Ot! CAPT GREGORY • 
• 

HAVE CONTACTED PROF FITT ,s OFFICE EVZRY DAY FOR THE LAST 
T~·IO HEEKS . YESTERDAY I RECEIVED ASSUrtANCE FROt·1 HIS SECRETARY 
THAT HE HOULD AT LEAST REVIEH THE DOCUI1ENT SONETit-1£ TODAY. 
SOl-IE BACKGROUND REGARDING THIS 
SUGGESTED TO HIS SECRETARY THAT S HJ~ PLACE THE DOCU[1ENT I N HIS 
11Al'lDS AND THAT HE MERELY TAKE A "PEEK" AT IT. APPARENTLY EITHER 
THE SECRETARY OR FITTS THI NK S THIS IS A VOLUMINOUS DOCUMENT WHICH 
WILL REQUIRE SOME TIME. ACTUALLY ONLY THREE PAGES. BELIEVE HE 
CAN DO IT I N A HALF HOUR. HAS UNDER THE It·1PRESS IO~J THAT THE 
DOCUHENT UAS I N FITT ,s OFFICE. IF UHAT YOU SAY IS TRUE, REGARDING 
DOC, HE HAS NEVSR SEEN IT • THEREFORE, RECor·Ir1END IT BE HAND CARRIED 
TO HIS OFFICE AND DEt1AND RPT DE~1AND THAT IT BE PLACED I NTO HIS 
}lANDS ASAP. LETS TRY THIS BAY, GUS. /AND SEE ~JHAT HAPPSNS/ 

• 
• 

• 

fHO~i f\ SECURITY VIEHPOidT HE HAVE HELD THIS DOCUI·JENT HERE AND HAVE 

• 

• 

I·;1\DE i~O EFFORT TO DELIVER IT TO FITTS BEC/l.USE OF THE DISC REET HP.r·IDL ING 
SITUATION PLUS THA THE FACT IT IS NAR1{EJ CONFIDENTIAL AdD 
F I~! t\ LLY S I C S!C·JCE HE HAVt: NO IDEA OF HIS CAPAB ILITY TO STOP.Z IT 

• 
• 

JUST C /\NT F It~D IT IN HY SOUL TO DE~1AnJ AnYTHit·lG OF FITTS f\tl L:!: t\::Y 
THJl.T HE HOULD I II?OrH·! NS TO DROP DEAD J;LSO SINCE THIS HP.S BECot!Z 
SO r:zssY ;rz AS THE HISTITUT£ UANT TO BE SuRE UE I ~R ITATE NEITHZR YOU 
i ;oP. FITTS DUT BOY UE A?.f. I N t·1 I D DLE P..S I /\!I SUP.F.: U ARZ 

• 

I SUSPEC T T!fAT Fl10t-1 Ml OV1~ i1A Ll. STf\i·i DPOI; JT I t-JCLUDitiG T~~t.t!St·! IS S I O: J TINS 
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S ()~-.:ALLY 

I H.C\VE i'JO POSIT IOl·J TO Di::::I~l.~r!D f\ D:\RU Tl!I~IG 
Gf\PLS 

OKAY GUSS , YOUR POii-JTS ARr.: l,.JELL T/\!(EN . lfOI:JEVEP. , Cf\N YOU Ht:LP 
l·~E OUT I N THIS RESPECT - HILL YOU CONTACT HIS OFFICE l\ d !) .~RRANGE: 
FOR A Tii,iE AND PLACE FOR t·!E TO SEE HiN . REASOtl - I S THAT YOU 
UOULD PROBABLY GET FURTHER FROI''i A PROTOCOL V IEUPO I NT THAt! I 
SINCE I HAVE BEEN HR ITI NG HIS XXXXXXX BZEd RIDI :~G HIS OP. H:::R 
BACK FOR THREE UEKXXX ~lEEKS • IF S Ot·iE F IRti DATE I S S~T UP O!l 
.~GHEED TO, THEN SEI~D THE DOCUHZl·IT BACK . HOt·JEVF.R , Ir~ POSS I BLE 
IN S Ot-1£ HAY TO GET Hit I TO C Ot·'tE DOUN TO YO UP. PL fi.CE TO TAKE: A PE:E!C 
.l\T IT, I Al-I SUP.E: HE CAN GET Atl ANSHER ON THE SPOT . 
TH I S I S JUST A SUGG£STION G.fl. 

OK UI LT... GIVI:: IT Ai·JOTHER TRY DOi·lT LET Ot,J I KN0r.•! YOU }L~VE CALLED 
AUD I t·/OIJT TZLL HH1 I HI LL t·li\KE A ROUTH IZ FOLJ.mJ UP BASED O.l 'fHE 
NZHSPAPER ARTIC LE SO HE l.JOtiT FEEL !!1 REf.~D I N ~·JI LL AI;VIS E: U 
SOOiJ f\S I G:C:T AllYTH I NG S ot!ET It·1E THIS GUY I S AS HAP.D TO GST A HOLD 
07 BY FONE AS A SPUT~JIC ~{ OR A SAUCER 
CLEfd"{ ON TELEC OIJ AND THANKS GEOP.GE U HA \I E NY CotiPL£TE 
SYl,IPATHY 
GAPLS 

OUH SINCEREST THANKS I N BEHALF OF NYSELF AND THS CEI'~T:R HEF:S 
1.:0ULD NOT HAVE YH JOB FOR ALl.. TEXXX THE HOi·lF:Y IN TEE UORI..D 
1\PPRECI.~TE A:!YTHI['.;G I~: OUR BSHl\LF ~l'H f\. T YOU CAN DO 
CLEf\~~ TELECOt·I H!:R!: 
OUT OR GA l! ITH TRAFFIC 
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ME~10 FOR FILE - T~.P~ 23 Nov 58 Incident 

SUBJECT: long-Distance Call to State Bigh,o~ay Department of Nevada., 
Carson CityJ Nevada 

1. Called Nevada Highway Department as to the estimated traffic that 
_. 

would be on the road US 96 and US 5, between Tomopek, Nevada and points , 
east and north, at around 5:00 to 6:30 in the morning, particularly around 

November 23rd. 

• 

2. Following information given by a. Mr. fvlcNeill'!(or McNulty or t·1cPhail, 

~rausmission bad): 

a. Always some traffic on that road from and to Northern Nevada 

and California. 
• 

b. When asked for specific estimates said "about 25 to 
o,.....s 

30t\ per hour". 

3. Was asked if anything unusual such as any odd airborne object was 

reported to the Nevada State Highway Patrol or Highway Department on that date 

by any motorist on or about 23 November. Replied in the negative. 

• 

GEORGE T. GREGORY 
CAP!'. , USAF 
22 January 1958 
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NovtcE G. F'AWl:l:'IT, Prcsidmt 

COLU~iBUS 10 

l:OLLI!C£ OP EDUC.ATIOtol 
O a?A&TM.NT or l's\'CIIOLOCY 

U 301ATOU' UP AVIATION 
P IYCtlOLOO\' 

3 Apr il 1958 

• 

2$9 No\TATOIIUiol 

X= . Hc~ard Cross 

• • 

B~tt.elle Nemorial Institute 
505 King Avznue 
Columbus , Ohio 

DGc.r Hr. Cr oss , 

I have examined thG Tonopah ~ Nevada Incident of 23 November 1957, 
i nvolving 1st. Lt . J oseph F . Long . 

. 
This i s indeed an unusual r eport . Hi th one impor·tant exception, it 

has many of the char~cter istics of the de libe rate hoax~s and reports of 
psychop~thological cases ; th is exception is that it vTa~ made by an Air 
Force officer, a pi lot t.;'ho presumably should be a rnos t competent obszrver. 

On the bas i s of the evidence in the folder I can only offer con j ec­
tures regarding the nature of this inc i dent . These conjectures may be 
hz lpful , however, i n the collection of additional evidence . 

First, there i s alway~ .. the possibil i ty of a delibe rate hoax , even 
in an Air Force of.ficer . / In order to checl"\ on thts poss i bility, I uould 
r~commend a d iscrzte invzstigation of the officer' s personal background-­
the kind of investigati on that is conducted before granting a secur i ty 
clearance . Spec ifically, do fr i ends , ne i ghbors , e tc ., knm..r of any evi­
dence in the offi cer ' s background that 'I..Jould s uggest th~ possibility of 
a hoax? 

• 

S econd, and what I c ons ider the most likely conjecture, it is possible 
that the office r was suffering :from a t emporary condition such as has some­
ti:-r.es been calle d "road hypnos is," brought on by excessive f at.lgue al'ld 
loss of s l eep . There a r e t-re ll documented cases of truck dr i vers , for 
ez~;?le, who havz driven off th~ r oad in order to avoid ( entirely imagined) 
houszs , busses, e tc., ahead of them on the road. This i s most lil{e ly to 
oc~~r on l ong desert roads , espec ially at night . 

(Note: Dr. Ross McFill'l~nd, School of Publ ic Health, Harva rd Univ2r­
sity should be consulted on th i s point . He has made studies of road 
hypnosis . He has also served with me on an A. ir Force Scientific Advisory 
Board study group and i s ~n au thority in aviali on psychology . ) 

........ ·i recOir.mend that a compl e t e hour-by - hour analysis be made of Lt . 
Long •s activities duri ng the 72-hour period preced ino th~ reported siah t­
inCJ. i:!as he subjected to unusual phys ical or psycholog ical s tre::;ses 
dur ing the l att e r phases of the survival course? Ex::1ctly ho-vr much sleep 
h2.d he had during th i s 72-hour per i od? Had he been taKing any drugs, 
stimul2.nts or alc ohol during the night ' s delve . If so, \-th:.lt a.nd hou much ? 
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(Note: This inves tlga tion should be mad e through an in terv i eH t-ri th 
Lt. Long by a competent Flight Surgeon, and by means of a checl{-Up t.ri th 
Survival Course personnel at Stzad AF Base . ) 

Third, there is a possibility that this may conform to the pattern 
of many previous "flying saucer" reports. As I pointed out some nine 
years ago in my first analysis, practically all reports are charact~rized 
bj' co"!Plet~ lack of observation of specific deta ils of the object obse rved. 
( \fnere these details are observed, the object is ahrays identified.) Note 
here that the object i ts elf vras not clearly seen; it appeared to 11 • • • 

glo'J brightly" and it " ••• emitted light. 11 Also , the object and all ob­
served components (the " translucent dome" as \·re ll as the " hemisphcra l" 
landing gears) of the object were without specific stucture. This app~ar­
ance of roundness , lack of clear corners, edges, structural detail, etc ., 
usually occurs because the object is not seen clearly; the observer is 
actually seeing a strong 1 ight reflected from a surface or actually a 
light source, or else his eyes are out of focus, or else the object is 
much farther a~ .. ray than assur1ed. Lt. Long1s account is clea rly inconsist­
ent with his statement that. he was within 50 feet of the object. At 50 
feet he should have been able to observe small structural de tails, such 
as antenna, trade name on the tires, etc. 

If conjectt.:re three should be true, I cannot speculate as to t-~hat 
'Was actually seen. Hotfever, I do r ecommend that a thorough check be made 
for possible helicopter or other activities in the area. 

I am at a loss t o account for the high intensity noise toge ther with 
a!:>sence of heat, smoke, or gust effects. Ny only conjecture here is that 
the objects may have been much farther away than assumed . Sound travels 
farther than heat or air blast. 

As to the "several small impressions" in the sand I shall leave it 
to others to judge the importance of this evidence. 

In su~ary, I strongly feel that this is just another case of mis ­
taken identity or confusion in perception under unusual circumstances . 
This opinion, I Jl'lus t confess, is based primarily on comparison of this 
,.,i th the thousands of previous reports. As I have pointed out before , 
fro:n a scientific viewpoint, it is imposs ible to disprove in each case 
tt~::.~ tr.e thing observed. was not a vehicle from outer space-it is not 
pus s i b le to prove the null ll..ypothes is. Hovrever, in viel..J of the nm.t 
eY.is ting massive ~~aunt of negativz data, my own inclination is to re­
main h ighly skeptical and cert4inly to take no action beyond that al­
ready undenray in the absence of incontrovertible evidence of a positive 
nature. I do not consider the present evidence at all conclusive . 

t l. ... • • .. • • • ':"1 . . .. . ., : 
• • • 
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Paul H. Fitts 
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AIR TtC~ i'NICAL INTELLI GENCE CEN fE R 

UNI T ED S'rATES AIR f ORCE 
WRI CHT·PATTERSON AI R f ORCt: BASE 

OH IO 

SU:S.JECT: (C) Hequest for Slleeial. Investigation - 1st Lt Joseph F. 
Long, /\0 .. 302864<> 

TO: District Conanander 
5th District Office of Special Investigations 
Krl'If: Lt Colonel P. M. Nold 
Wright Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio 

~. In accordance with prescribed directives of AFR 200-2, this 
Can t;er has recently comple·ted an extensive investigation and e.nal y3ia 
o! a UFO incident that allegedly took place near Tonopah, Nevada 
early in tb.e morning of 23 november 1957. (Uncl) 

2. In brief', the incident involves subject officer 'Who claims 
to have made close contact witb what is cow~anl.y re:rerred to as 
"Flying saucers." A formal inve3tigation requested by this Center 
dis closed that subj2ct officer let't i an~diate~ upon completing the 
USAF Surv:l. val Schoo~ at Stead AFB; traveled all night enroute to 
Las Vegaa, and encountered tbe alleged objects the folloWin3 day. 
In tbia respect, the ease may be considered SODiewbat unprecedented: 
the officer is a fighter pilot who is assUJDed to be :familiar llith 
botll current and projected aircraft, missile and hel.icopter de signa, 
as well as aerial that. is often mistaken for unuaual or 
unconventional airborne objects, yet 1tl8iating in official testiraooy 
to ha.,ling made the contact in question. ( Conf') · 

3. Tbe matter haa been Yitbin this Center's scope 
ot responsibility, Wicl:l embraces only tbe technical. and scientif ic 
stuq and an~sea of the incident. As such, it has not been resolved 
to -:!le satisfaction of the Air Force. This is concurred w1 t o by a 
con~ul.t-ant, Dr. Fitts, Pre3ident of tl:le DepartD»ent of Paychology, 
Oh1~ State University, to vhich the ease -was referred f'or his review 
and 'aV3l.uation. Reference is made to pertinent material in attached 
case :f'ile. Dr. Fitts bas perf'oxnS3d analy3es, :from the psychologica1. 
point of view, on a number of complex UFO cases for the Air Force. ( Conf) 

4. The case is now considered to fall Vi thin the requirentent3 
for a special investigation, if it is to be carried to i t s ul.timat.e 
and l.ogical conclusion. It is therefore requested tha. t. ection be 
initiatad to e.ccompliah the :following, speci'fical.ly: 
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Ltr, Dist CaDdr, 5tb Dist OSI, Subj: (C) Req for Spl Invl!atigatious 

a. A discreet inveatigation of the of:tieer' s background, vi tb 
on l.eada a:ld indicationa that would suggest any tendency towards 

or poasibill ty of a hoax. 

b. An hour-by-hour accountab:111ty o·r the 72 hour period pre­
cadina the alleged sighting, with full conaideration given to tnose 
points specif'icaJ l.r reCOIIIJiended in Dr. Fitts • report. 

c. Contact and coordination 'With both the F~igbt Surgeon and 
pertinent autboritil31 ot the Survival School at Stead MB, to determine 
the na.ture of the course, its poasible effects on traineea, end a:ny 
inf'ormation regardi.Dg subject officer's conduct, perfomance and including 
his physical and mental con<li tion during and at the completion o:f this 
rigid eourae. ( COl'fF) 

5. Tbis matter is conaidered urgent :for the mcmifold reasons found 
in tile attached case f'ile 1 and particul.arl:y if subJect officer completes 
his tour of' duty, or otherwise severs his relations with the Air Foree 
before 1nvaat1gatioD.I to detei nd ne the actual. facts have been caapleted. 
(COM') 

6. ~e caaa file abould provide you vith valuable guidance and 
asaistaace in pursuuce o:f this mat tar. ( UNCL) 

l :Incl 
UFO Case File - 1st Lt 
I.ong, Tonopah, Nevada 
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JOD G. ERIKS!If 
Colonel, USAF 
Deputy Cou«MDder 
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Mr. Arcier 
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24 April 1958 

Special I nvestigation - lst Lt J. F. Long, A0-302864o 

1. I do not f eel that the proposed OSI investigation is necessa.t:y f or t he 
following reasons: 

a. If the OSI determines tha.t the subJect's background does not 
suggest ~ tendencies toward exaggerations or hoaxes1 our present conclusions 
rega.rdin.g the sighting are neither strengthened nor w·eakened. 

b. If the OSI detennines that the subject• s background does contain 
indication which vould suggest a definite tendency toward exaggerations or hoe.xes 1 
ATIC is then bound to take some follow-up action. Such action would be detrimental 
to the individual concerned, and woul.d not positively displ'ove the alleged sight­
ing. 

c. The final paragraph of the report by Dr. Fitts see.cns to me to be 
an entirel.y acceptable conclusion in regard to this case. I recommend that this 
conclusion be accepted and that the case be closed. 

Inc.l 
Ltr to D1st Cmdr1 5th Dist Off 
of Special Investigation 
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H. K. GILBERT 
Colonel, US.AF 
AFCIN-4E 
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SUBJ ECT: Final Disposition" ' - tJF u Incident, Tonopa h , Ne vada. , 23 Nov 57, 

S ource, lst Lt J. F' . Long , A0-'"/028640 . 

1. PURP OSE: This memorand.um was prepared to summa.r:Lze t he details 
of t h e background and events of subject i ncident; and to p r ovide an 1 

official. r e cord of the developments and r ea'3ons leading to the ,.closing" 
of the ce.sa. 

2 • GEN:ERAL BACKGROUND AND PERr.r INUIT EVEN'l' S: -
a. First report of incident was received by ATIC b y priority( Flash ) 

me ssa ge., SWSIA-11-517-57, T-57-31735. Telephonic request made to 
He adquarters, AISS for a full-scal.e inve stigat i on b ecause of t he unu s ual I 
as 1~cts and circumstances. 

• 

b. Results of AISS investi.g ation r eceived 22 January 1958 on 
Air Intel lig ence Information Re port - UFUB-r/79-57 1 Detachment 10, l 006th 
AISS. 

c. A careful review and analys is of all inf ormation and dat a 
from investi gators reports r e sulted in advancing ; t he f ollowing probabili­
tie s and/or h~r:r;>othe ses: 

( 1) Opt;_ic al I ll~~i~nLMis taken Id.enti_~:l: 

( 2 ) 

Sou~ce was extremely fatigued; had just completed one 
of the Air Force's most diff l cult courses~ with its 
known phys leal and mental demands; bad travelled all 
night with very little or no rest; and. obse1 .. ved the 
phenomena at a location, time and under conditions kno·.vn 
to p reduce optical "iflusions or mistaking conventfonal 
things and phenomena for unusual ob jects: flat desert 
country, half-light of dawn, sun rising in front of him; 
me n t all y and physically fati g ued observer, his statement 
to tm contrary notwithstanding . (Interrogatiom conducted 
on similar-type cases invariably show that observers 
always state that they "--felt fine - wide awake - not 
t:trod -- tt when qu.estloned as to their physical c ondition. 
Under no circumstances will they admit oth erwi se.!) 

A Delibe rate Hoa:<:: Justif ication for con s iderlng this 
hypothesis is supported by the following facts, based on 
t~$ investigations and care~ully conducte d interrogati ons; 

(a) Incident happened only a f ew days aft e r t he now­
famous "Levelland UFO Case" wh ich trig :: e r ed off ove r 
40 0 almost similarly d e acribed UFO r eport s in t hree 
we eks. l J 
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(b) Except .fo r tha ''cont actt' aspects , Lt Long t s 
descri ption of the inc i d ent pa ral.l e l s t he" L-9 velland 
cas e ."' Note : speeding 8 0 mph , i gnitt on s uddenly 
stops , hears hi ~h-pl tched whlne , not ices oh j e cts , 
objec t s emi t a l uminous g l ow . 

( c ) Familiar with science fiction, "':fly ing sauce r " and 
" UF O" writers . 

(d) r,louthed same thread-worn statements used by 
maj o1~ity of pseudo- scien tlsts a nd "flying sauc er" 
authors , i.e. not of this ear t h - propulsion by 
elec tro-ma6 netic :forces - bel i e ve th ey were space 
ships. 

( e ) Back g r ound ch ecks disc losed sou rce: 

(1 ) A Jaeserve O.ffice r - with probabi l ity of r e l ease 
u pon t erraina ti on of his current tour . 

(2) Hls academic training and educati on wa.s t o 
prepare him :for TV a.1d related wor k . 

, :·~ :· ( Comment : Source cannot be c onaidered unaware 
of the s ensa tiona.~ intere s t and lucrative 
opportunities his st ory would create 1 n TV , 
r adio artl press. See "Analysts comment8''1n 
c ase file reg arding f't*0'.3ab 3:e motives f or s t ory, 
1.f hott.x.) p n•,:- l '. \ ~ lr~ 

I 
I 

Actu9.l " Unknown'' Craft: Although it c annot be c o nclusive l y 
prcived that the obj e·c·£" s obs e1·ve<1 were n o t s ome he~,et of ore 
uunl<nownn craft , the :followln6 t end to indicate othe rui3e: 

'Vt/0 
(a) Check~ d~EJ9..1.£_s.~ .. s\AU'FOs or anything unusual r eported 

from any, ~ntl{, P8Ele of radar units that scan t he air 
space ove r the U.s. 24 h ours a day for that date , 
and deJ!nitely not from t hat area.. 

$'f) lJ ~ ~-.Jh., 
(b) High ly i m obable that t hree (reported) s o~id 

objects ~culd tt;~V~f.!t, U. s. air apace without 
bei ng picke d UPJ#cl as current r adar capabiliti e s 
extend up to 3UOO miles. 

(c) 

( d) 

• • 

• • • 
• • 

• I • . • 

.. 

No rep o1•ts of anyth ing tL~u sual 
ci v11 ·.flig hta, op erations, and 
in the area .• 

f' rom ml ll to.ry and 
o the r a ctivltles 

.N o r e ports f r om any pe .rsons or drivers i n t bo.t a re a \ 
and gene ral time . (Call made to Ye vada St a t e Hi " r ... ·,·Iay \ 
Departme n t which 3tate d t h a t t h ere 13 a l way s so·n~ 

traffic on U. S . hlc_;h.•l ;.ly 9 u and 5 {whe r e the i n c llient 
took p lac e); e.nd that no one r eported anythtne_, t:nu su a.l 
i'rom ei thor that s pecific p lac e or a n:/ p9.~t of 
Arizpna that day. ) 

. ..... i ~.' ~ {.' .......... . -:·- 1 
' . • .. 
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( 3) 

( 4) 

( 5) 
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Undersi gned offi cer considered it t o the best interests 
of all concerned t o have t he entire .lncident, and the 
r esults of t he Air Force's investigat ions , analyses 
and comments (up to t hat po i nt) be r e vi e wed and 
evaluat ed from a pa:rchological point of view - b efore 
makinp; any d e firo..i te conclusions or re c ommendine:; furthe r 
acti ons . 

A vis-a-v1s psycholoc;i cal exami nati on o f the s ou rce, 
c oncurrent with his report was not conHi de red. s.dvlsHble . 

Dr. Paul 1-ii. P itts, Department of .P sychology , Uh io State 
University was cont acted and the c a se file turned over 
to him for pe rtinent cmrunents and rec ommerrlati on s. 

Dr. Fitts wa s sele cted for t his r eview on the busls of 
his experience wi t h UFO cases , havi n g oreviously 
per:formed 212 analyses of UFO cases .for t he Air Force . 

e ,. "'" Jw-.h ~') 
Summary of Dr. Fitts ' Comments and Recommendat i ons: 

I 

(a) The report has many of the cha racteristics of 
dell berate hoaxe s and PSfho-pat h ological c ases • 

(b) There is c ompl et e lack of observa t ion o:f specif'lc 
d etails - although obe.erver states h~ was very 
close to objects, and;$incons istent ""'1'tb his 
sta. tements. 

(c) Most 11 ke l.y conje cture: r oad hypnosis d ue to 
excesal ve fatigue and loss of' sle e p who imag ine 
s eeL"lg ob ject s ahead of them. (Many wel.l documented 
c ases , and is most likely to occur on long desert 
ro ads , ani espe cially at n ight.) 

(d) Conclusions: Mistalcen identity or c onfusion in 
pe rception; pr esent evidence not c onsidered 
c onclusi vej and hi ghly skeptical ( of the actual 
incident). 

(e) Recommendat :i.ons: An hour-by-hour investigati on and 
ana l ysls of Lt Long 1 s acti v 1 ties during t he 72 -hour 
period pre ceding the re ported si e;hting 0 

• 
3. RE.COr~'MENDED COTJR.SES OF ACTT ON , AND ,_.I?USSI!3L E 92 t1SEQUE~ES OF EACH : 

/ '"" 7 ,. I "'1 I I j 'b 
Upon r evi e w o f' Dr. Fitt t! ~ rep ort the ...follovring c ourses o.f acti on we re 

informal ly outlined d'l!'lng a . c onfer-ence/h eld with "Cr. Miley , Chief, Air 
S ci en ce Divisi on, a rrl 1.~r . 1.l"'cier, Sqie.nt1fic Advis or, A'fi C, /,O:"'Y7Y/~$I 
?rfF5!l"\ 1 :> •• • ~ ..__ '-[ til .. _.... ..,;__ ~~= "'+-, •• z_~,_.,; the poss ib e consequ ences of

11 
~ specific acti o n taken; ;;;J£ ::1 a · 

r ecom:nends.tion t b.at the case be revie wed by rreneral Wat s on and hif-; staff , 
or Headquarters USAF for a c omma.nd declsi on : 

• • I- .._ . r ' • I • • \ • .- • ' 
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a. P. polygr aph (l'ie _ e n L ont: . Cons e q l~e n~a s :- 1 

t e st wuu l d defin ite ly est EJb l.l sh if' s ub j e ct was lyin ;:; or was d .lsposed 
to'Nards exa.g r era.ti.r·n or hoaxe3 . i f he a~tunlly be l i C: v e d h~ saw t.lte three 
ntrange ob j ect ~ (becau s e of f ati gue , ro~d hypnos is, e tc .) the case 
would rEllT19.in i nc. onclus:t v e , ·wtth t he obse .r-ve r's story 'bein g s tren ;l;the ned , 
wi t h the probability of a nger and r esentment t owa rd s t he Air Force on 
t he part o.r s ub j e ct • 

b . /clo ~e/ the c ase with the st!'•onger of t he two hypotpe sls 
adv anced i P..d ependently by A'riC and Dr. Fitts as t he ''conclusiorl: f,[istaken 
identity cau3ed by fatlg ue, road 11~.2nos is, etc . ( See 2c (l) ani 2d(E,). 
Consequenca~ : Fut ure rev iewers eif .P~d{,;~"Ao;•;;r w.l g ht c ons:Lder the .. C...i r 
Force's concll!sions t otally unacceptab le1 a.nd questi on the r eason for not 
follo'Ning - up ~ supp ort'(.of~he c onclusions. 

·,'1' .Y\. cl&sy't'o\1~ 
c. P.eque st a discreet, full-scale OSI inve3ti r:ati on of Lt Long ' a 

acti ·ns , whereab outs , t e rrle nciEs , a rrl physic a l a.n<1 me1'1tal c onditi on ar.d 
ot h-ar aspe c ts fo r the p eri.od pre cedi ng his sig htJ.uz , to provid e the All'' 
Far c e with further, f actual or confirming informatl on n e ce ssar y t o for m 
more valid conclusions• Conseque nces : (1) if the investig ation supports 
the "fatig ue-read hypnosi s -bptical illusionn hypotheses , the officer 
would probably accept t he findings, and t he Air For ce cmclusions would 
be strengthened. (2) If inv estiga tions di sc los e del i b erate attempts 
at hoaxes, exagger ations or pub l ictty seeki ng f or pers onal g a in at a 
l ater date , l e g a l actton agains t the of fi cer :ni gh t be necessary , with 
pl'oo a.ble adverse publicity to the Ai r :B'orce , as well as an opp ortunity 
for " UPO Clubs" d esiri n g t o exploit the si tuati.on. 

4. Sin.!rM.RY OF INCIDENT FOR GENTRAL WA'l'SCll b.t1D DECISION : ---
a. Based on conversations b e t\·.reen Col Eril{s e n and Mr . Arcler, a 

brief summary of the case was r equested by ?.1r. Arcif.)r to be submit t e d t o 
Gen eral Wats on .for~evi ew, upon which to bas e a deci sion. 

~.-~ ~l,-..~ 

' 

·- b., was reviewed by Col Eriksen, Deputy Corm:anier , ~~low 
General V/atson ' s absenc e , direct" OSI investigati on.)~ wo.,d.(, 

"P--o.~..ough 
Arcie:-. 

draft of_!?!A:ne st or 
~:5\1' Mr. 

d. :l;raft for• 
by Col t;r::..:::3en on DD 
fin a l letter. 

f,~ I !(:.:.ttL\, 

USI in ~re stig a ti on -
Form 95, 15 April 

5. FIHAL ACTIO~; AND DIS PUS ITION : 

I investig ati on r eque s ted by 

revtewed~ ~nd informally 
1958 , with ir..s tructlons 

~ . ' . t') (11\ tt.:.. c.l...l \; J 'ILk.; • 

a.p pro ~Jed 
to prepare 

a. Final le tte r t o OSI for full-scale i.nvesti g ation s ubmitt eri 
th.r ough channels for coordi natiou and f i nal appr o·Ja l on 2 1 April 19 53 • 

wlth 
with 

• 

I !\ I .. . ~I : ' h ·, ...... 
b. Non-c oncu r·rence t o proposed OSI tiC",..tt:on rr.!l.a e by Col Gi l be rt, 

memorandum t o Col Friksen outlinlng r e a sons f or the nonc oncurre !'lce , 
r e com.merrlations rega r-ding disp os ition of cuse 0 

' I 

• 
.... J • • 

• 
I • • • 

I 



, 
I r . 
~ 

i • 
•• . 
• 
• !· 
I 
• 
r 

~ 
I • • \ -r 
f. • .. -
•• • 
t 
~ 

~ 

i 
• • • .. . 
;. 
l. 

t 

f 
f 
l 

i 
t 
' f: 
r. 
I 

~ 
r 

t 
f 
t; 
i 
'· 

f . 
• 

t 
~ 
{ 
~ 

t 

I 
I 
• • 
\ 
• 
l 
l 
• 

• 

' ~ • 

• 
• 
• ,. 
• • 

4 

1 ~ ~ - - ~ - =..,.,., --
-~ ... _~__........~~--.- - '!_.~ .... ...,~·~-~~ -

• 
t I • I 

SII!:CU,.tTY CLA81itll'ICATION 

JOINT MESSAGEFORM 

• 

_ _._ --· ... ---------·- - -- SPACE lJ I.H.O tJI', R£,Sl!ltVI! O I' OR C0/•4MVNI CATION CRNT I!.It 

. . ,j ' .. \~i 53 ) ) . - -- - -
-to ! 8 2 

• 

\-, .. " . ....._, -
• .. .. I • • 
J • ... , . 

• 
.; ' ... , 

' 
\.' /' \ 

PRECitOI[NC~ TYPE M8G (Cbrr~) .-. ccOUN TINO 
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O R I G . O A REI"ERS TO C L AS S II' I CATION 
OF REI'J:~·NCC 

!'~~--.r.R!Q.~~TY _______ •ooiCi 
1 

~•ULTI 
INP'O AF ORIGINAL 
FROM: 

TO: 

COMDR ATIC 
,,. 

C_QMDB~ 3635 CC TOO G~_{.smMJ., !JMF ADVANCED SURVIV~JCHOOL ,_ 
STEAD P:FB., NEVADA /5zu ;'lJ L. 

/I 

/UNCLASSI?IED/FROM: AFaiN-4E4 

REQUEST D.\TE JOSEPH F. LONG 1 1/LT AO 30286JtO 1 COMPLETED USAF 

ADVANCED SURVIVAL SCHOOL COURSE, AND SPECIFIC TDIE AND DATE TIIIS 

OFFICER SIGNED OUT. BEI.IEVED COMPLETED COURSE 0/A 22 NOVEMBER 

1957. D!MEDIATE REPLY REQUESTED. ~'ER TO AFCIN-4E4 . 

COORDINATION 

AFciN-4E4 -d?r./'~ L ~ /n$ DATE 
Dr. H. 1 ~ Mi~ey I' 

M ONTH 

., . , ... -- ' ., vy·J~ .. ,....,-
SYMBOL -· ; 

00,,.. ... '!~.173 ft!~AC- 00 f'O"'M t7S, t OCT"' "'· WHICH WILL IlK ua•o UNT!t. £ XHAU ST'EO 

-
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c. Discussl ons held bet~re'en·~"~~r. 1A~61~1~ arxl Col Eril<sen, and 
subsequently with Col Gi lbert regarding the rna tte r on 25 April 1958 
. .(..Ref--tiD E.ocm-_gs-, ---attachea4o- -API"C- le t t-er t-o--€9£-}-

1"" 
d.-"Conferenc&.l with Dr. Mi ley and Capt Greg ory, morni ng 1 May 

1958 1 informally notified that proposed investi g ation was g iven r econsid­
eration, an:i that the case be closed with ATIC and Dr. Fitts' original 
conclusi ens. ·,_ t 1. 11 l / r \ ~ 

• \ H \l·e . \. \.t ~ : / ... """'" 

e, USI letter, AFCIN-4E memorandum to Deputy Commander, ·and DD 
Form 95 conf'irming item d. above, with added r ecommendation that an 
offic ial record be made ~f the ~tter ~qr possible future use, receive d 
7 May 1958. (S.....:.-:.... 1)~ F·· ..... , ~ 1,. l v~ c:C. ~~,?--U::.c l .... ·-t) 

f, Case closed with copy of t his memorandum in the case f'ile 
in c ompliance with the recomnendati on referenced in pre c e ding item. 

Reviewed: 

1. 

2. 

.-A. MI 
AFCIN-4E4 

COLONEL H. K. GIIBERT 
AFCIN-4E 

3. MR. ARCTT<~~ 
,_ ~ , ... .a. AF,., ·--.. . X 
v--• _., 

Date 

Date 

GEORGE T. GREGORY 
Captain , USAF 
Air Sciences Division 

---- ---

-------
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fJEM O ROUTh'fG SU? JIEYU ~ FCif ,.J?;>;n)t~,.u_s. 01 ~;;?,.AOYAL!I.. 
CONCURR£NC£S, OR S/,\1/U I< ACTI O,VS 

I M u t OA TITU llllftALS CI II CIJI.-''Tl 

Mr . Ar c i e r --- ----
O~G ... I••nATtO,. AHO lO<:ATIOit OAT£ CQOR!AMA110 1t 

AF'CIN 4X l 
z ~ '• nu • • 

J,'f-: t- ,, ~ , 
Ge.n-. r a: s on _ .. • t, . 

, I • .I • 

AFCI N -4 
I KSOriloU fl OH 

3 H"Ct!i.SAAY 
A(l iO ... 

loOT£ AHO 
II ETUI! A 

·~ .. SU Nil 

• !>IC!Ul'Ullf 

. 
REM A.~ 

M r. Arcier: In a ccordance with your instructions 
re. the prope r pre s entation of thi s cas e to Ge n. ·Watsc 

' "' • • 
• ,. ' . f I .. .. .. ,• 

. a . A summary of the case i s attached, indicating 
o nly tho s e points deemed pertine nt. 

b . A 11 Dr a ft11 of a fo rmal request to the OSI for 
a full-scale inve s tigation. A s recom mended by you W E 

will get more immediate action if Gen. ·watson would 
persona lly s ign the request. 

• 

#z,J 4 'il..L 
• r l .;--. • • ..~ ... \ 

~~· 
I £1 • 

;{tp OSI-
. 

n 

lJ • / .. 

F'ROM "-'"'£ oo. nru 
C q.pt . Gregory 

~n 
• ft ~ I ~~ ll • ' ~ 

OilGAHIZATI~ AHO I.IXAnOH 

DD .~~~~u 95 

• 

4 E 4 
R l'p\40.., DA AOO t'ormrtl$, l Aor .:t.•n.S AFDQ 
)'Qn':! IJ. 10 No• t l, wh leb ~ bot t:lled. 
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I ·r~£Mo · ROUTING SUP ND'U ~ F~ III',.~CW,tJ.:i.. DISAI'~JtOV AI S. 
CONCURAEJJC£S. OR S/;tl/LAR AC:T/0 /'iS 

(IRCU4.Alt 

ORGAN.t!AltO" ANO lOCATIOit O~~.I#,Tf• ; COORCHHAT10 N 
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• 

~:, -:--""""':::::J~-!FC~:J. Th ~T ~-'·~1:"=· ====:..._-------f-;--_J~-+----~ 
.. )_~l , ,, 
• f. N(CESS.\AY 

~ · ~---~~~~~~~~~A~r~-~~e~r~-~i~· ------------------4~,1~(,L/ _ __ ~---~-A~--~-"--~ 
~ . ,_ AFCIN- 4Xl 

•\ +---~~~~~----------------+-----+~~-----~ 
-~ ' . ;_-\ • SE.£ .. 1 

' . Col onel Eri ksen 
~----~~~~~~~~------------+-----~~4-------~ ·~ ; -.,. ! 
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RtNAAKS 

AFC I:.J- 4X 
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Please return t o J~IN-4E4 • 
to addressee. 

-___ .. ... --

• 

• 

SJGXATURt 

• 

• 

';fill be handca r r ied 
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Sm.MARY OF TONOPMl, NEVADA UFO INCIDENT 
FOR G&I.'1ERAL W/d"SON 

I 

. _ ... I 

• 

1. Priority r eport received on 24 November 1957 that an Air Force 
pilot had encountered :four ( 4) so-call~d "fl.ying saucers II early in t he 
~orr:Ung o'f tb.a precediog d:J.y, West; of Tonopah, Me-,~la; had oboerved it 
closely; in fact, a~:roacbed. within 50 feet of t he object before it 
ancende<l and dis&ppe~. 

2. ~roua UFO reports frOJD pilots aod aire.revs du:ritl6 the last 
t:!n ( 10) yea.rs observed in the air, but no instance known of any 
"contact" by o·t;bexYise q"aJit'ied military perso.nnel. Headquarters ADC 
~t:tS req\l6•ted to make L-amediate ~t~l-d.resa investigation, and report to 
ATIC in dstail. 

3. A review and evaluatioA of thla report indicated the following: 

a. Officer bail a bac:kgrovnd and s ·tudi ea in Speech, and 
related subjects for TV 't10rlc. 

b. Waa f'a•1llar Vith naaea ot Y:!ll-lmow science-fiction 
and "fly~ 3aucer11 vri ters. 

e. Advanced the sa• claaaic arguments of "saucer" believers 
that the obj~cta were spac:• sbipa, i.e., did not resemble 
any deaiga know to him, etc. 

d. He is a res~z ve of:ficer, with tbe posaibili ~y that he may 
comple·t.e hi a tour or duty wi tb the Air Force in the very 
near fUture, and woul.d probab~ enter into TV 'Wl)rk. 

e. He just ccncpleted the very rigid lEAF Survival Course at 
Stead AF !Saae the day be.fore; left , and drcrte 
all night enroute to Vila Vegas • 

• 

4. Cheeks ahov no UFO' s or aray report of unusual objects 1"roua 
radar, OOC, mll tary and ci v11 :tlight and other operations from that area. 
rto report a :f:'al any other persona in the locality. 

}' 
5. A!'!C evaltaation: (a) ·' ·Probably mistoolt conventioual objecta 

beeauae or fatigue f'roaa dr:l ving all night and the rnenta.l strain :f'rona the 
re~ntly eonpleted survival course, col.tpl~d lrl.tb tbe half-light of da"'lt 
which o:rten play weird tricka on the eyes, or (b) o. deli~rata h~ • 
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Su:rraary of Tonopah, Nevada UFO Incident For General Watson (Continued) 

6. In ei tber event 1 the conc:lusicma vere considered satis:f'actory. 

7. 1be case file clata vaa sum1 tted. to a vell-known psychologist 
wo had p:revioua :uated UFO aightings. His coacuea.ts paralleled those 
of AnC, but with caaendationa that the of'ticer be discreetly inveati­
gated Vitkl yiev of obtaining certAin pertinent information to resolve 
the .~ia would requixe the service• o'l the OSI. 

6. Tbe and embarrassment to the Air Force would be 
incal.culable • if, this officer allied b1maelf' Vi th the boat of "flying 
saucer" vritera, experta, and others who barrage tbe Ai.r Force with 
eountl.eaa cba:rgea and accusations. In this instance, as matters nov 
ntaDcl, the Air Force vou1d have no ettective rebuttal~ or evidence to 
disprove e.n:1 unfounded charges. 
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Co i ncidence! Almost s~~e locntion . Investi~ators repcr~ ~t 
Lone is familiar with ··saucer" books and author s . Plac<:: i:1 
case f'ile for possible cor relation, as part of !'eseal'c!~ :t:1rt 

analysis . QTV . 
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PAG( 4. 
PART ONE 

• • • 

that a.p~eared· hemispherieal' · in shape, about two . ( 2) feet :tn diamete ..--... ,., ~~···o 
~~ome dark inaterial. SOURCE' estimated the height of the objecta fro'JJll·· · 
l~v~l to the top (If\.. the dome to be about ten (10) to- fifteen ( 15) r~·t·;~~ ... .~~~­
The obj-,et3 were equipped with a . ring around the outside thAt 1ms da.~~i-·· ~· 
t~an the rest of the crs!t and was apparent!,. :-ol:.ating. \~hen SOU RC:.:( ·--· ... ·-•VJ! 
•rithL., fifty (50) foet ot the nearest object, the hum, which had b~~··,··f! ~~ 
t he air e~l" since he first observed the object:J, increasPd in piteh'~~a~: 
de~ree ,,.,here tt almost. hurt his ears _, and the obj~ets ll!ted orr the;:·· . ~c:. . 
'rhe prot!"tldin~ g~ars were retncted i .mmedia.tal:r after t ake of!, thd '"Jltj~\ 
tY>.le C'l.bout fitey (50) tee~ into the air and p:roe~eded slo'llfly (about ·~J:t 
~o th\9 north, across the hi.ghway, contoured ove~ ~ome small hills a. 
" halt ( ~) mila a. way, and di3&ppeared behind those hill3. As the o 
~asa-.rd direct~ o"Te:r SOURCE, he obeer7~ no evidene~ of any smok~, t:ahaltti.t. 
t-rail,. heat, dis~urbanee to the· ground or te~ain, or any vi3ible ou."t!l~t, : · . .· ......... 
ol J.a.nding gear dooM, or an-:r other outline3 or openings on the bot.""-"'' · · -
'the total time or si~hting lasted about. t~ty (20) minutes. After 
,j Jets dis~p~ared, SOURCE examined the place wher& he had !iMt aeen-" 
t.he ground. Th.,re ·~tas no evid~nc~ tha-t any heat had been pres~nt,. 
t he ground had b~-..n distur~d in any other way other than s everal v,,~; 

.,.. .. -'--
.Lnpre~eicns Lra the s and where the landing gears had obviou~ly rest.ec:lo..~.;.,-:+ 
i:np!""!ts5ions were very sha1lov and bowl-ehaped, triangular· in patt~ ~- ~~ .-..r·-. 
•~qually sided triangls). SOURCE did not meas,-tre the distance bet .. .-~een-~tneY·· 
Lnp!'"e~3ion~, but estimated it to be nbout· aight. (8) to 'ten (10) fee~~._l;!:;.~ •~ 
his inves~lgation of the impre~aions 1 SOURC~ returned to his car, 
engine started imlnediatel.T and ran par!'<Sctly. The car SOURCE ~.,as 
-.,~3 a 1956 Che:vrolet, and he had not e:rperienced a troubla of s~!n.:l.L:l~:t 
oqfore or nrter t~e incident. At the tiT.e ot sighting , SOU~~E r.ad 
.from R'?.':~IO, Nev. to t he point of sighting durin~ the ni.gbt and had s : 
f'o :- o.oout tilo (2) hours . in his car between 2400 hr~ a;td 0200 h~ t 
3ame ciay. SOO:ie2 had had no into:dcant3 or nny sleep-~tardinz dru . 
dc•~~::ri~d hia ph:rsical condition at time ot sighting as excel~ent.. 
::rt~hting, SO~ proceeded to INDIAN SPP.INGS AFB, Nev., where he re 
.3i~h~ing to· the Base Security Ot!icer. 

'l'h9 tl.!nes of day reteJ-r-!<1 u,· above are ginn in Paeltle Standa 
).. t t..L-ne ot. sighting it waa . daylight, but· the sun was still behbd t 
'r'le snn. was about to rise in. front ot SOURCE. There were no stan , 

• 

'r~~~'""~ was no oTere&at. The wftather was dry, r&"ther cold, and there 
' l· nnd . Th~t-e· were no other witnee3es to the obs'!rvation to the be~t. 
t ~:nowledg!t. . 
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· · ..: • · · la ,Couai.ie-riq·!tbe · e%cellaat v.,a~her eondi tiona .and the c1rcumat :ulces. 
amOUDdiDc-. tha.·. siptin& sa vell' as tM pcysieal . ph~nomena involved., SWJic.& 
aonoludsd ~bat ' the ' obJeote were ~not ot thie Xartb•~ Sa shared ~ith hia -CoOe • • • 

the O]ti!Uou th&' 1u --«11: . o~ thao- e~se of tb~ un1 T.,rss it is posal ble tlh3.t 

• 

:>the~ fo~a .. ··of' int~llfgeno• -exist. and that they ma7 be well 3.dvaneed 1:1 tech-
n o log be7cmd Co!D'pr4lhsnaion.·. He aea,med t~her tba.t :Juch intelll ~n.t 
D4t-i~s· w-ould.. a.t 'a111p~ to avoid hum&D eont&a~ ·tor· perhapa a mn.lti tude ot rea a ons o 

SOURCJ QODClude~further that tha Object~ could not havs · b~en Any of the fol-
• 

~OVin.J· for reaaona -1'Dd.1cabsd below: 
• • . ... ,. . 

• .-• I • • 

~ 3..- He atated .. tba.t the7 .. could · no~ hAve been •ey lmow!l or oommou 
·urial veb1olsa . (dir1.cible•• balloon11• aircraft. hel1cop.tera 1 mia.silea, 
~to.) '>&cause. he aaw ·the obJscta cl~:t.::-17 and is famili~r :.tlth air!rs.mes c4 
this llOMe ·_, ~ · .. ~ · 

• #. ' ... . .... . 

• 
. . ..... - . 

•• 
.. . . . . . 
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.. .. ....., .. "" 
' . . . • 

• .. • ' • • w •• -

~ . b. lie ·did· not b~tl1e.e 'that the7 W8rs U.s. expertm,ntal. modele 
becauae 'w doubted . that... fllgbt· te 1ts· vould be conducted ri ttl tour (4) proto­
~~e·4a~ & ti~ 3nd :tnuncontrolled ar~a such as the- 7icin1~7~ in Yhic~ tbt 
.J 1gb·S.~ . waa ncde. He rulsd oub the posa1b1llt7 of a toro8d landillg of 

· 3Uc4 experimental modela. b~cause their mo?em~n: indicated that th~y oauld 
~euYer aDd could have J~nd~d - jttat aa ~aail1. at sapo~ not vi31ble ~rom th8 

• 

• 

r oado .. 
• • • • 

y-· 

c. souacx raled out ~he poae1~1li~7 tha~ th~ obj~•t~ bftlo~~d to 
another lart~ ·pover att~~tin& to s~7 on tae UoSo 01 ~ans ot· bhese ~'h1clss 
du. to t» :!:J.Cfl tha~ b~~tre ~.,::..s nothi~: impor~ant to gain tro:a an i:rrestiga\icm , 
~b ~!'\~· ·loca~tolt of \ha aighti~~g. · · 

• • • 
, 

• 
•• • 

ho SC{J1iC3 stated tbat the only ph3'9·1ca.l evide~ce ot.her than th!!! . 
• 

no':sd. bmreaa1 ona in- the · sand and ~he ~h1aing ooi.se waa ~he . !aet that hi a 
;..".t:to'110blit . •Zl.Cine had !te:;>:;led ecmplat~l.7 .. - {Be :t"ail!d to check h13 li~h~ • 
~ =' ~on-). I a. .. aaa"'"ci t.ba~ this 'f&S due to electro-~r&gnetic !orc.-.e vhtob migbt 
·;;., · the meana of propulaicm !or t~~ oojecta.. "Tha.t alone- 1Mkes. m~ b~liave 
~~a~ ~~•7 y~~s ~~C4 ani~•, beeau.e- w~ ~auld· h~vs some hi~t it ~eYer& able ' 
~ o d. o :rnc:h a. thing.'! . . 

• ;j . . ... . . • . , 
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CCIOID!I or PDrARIJG ~I'In&aa • 

le C•ulur1q the excelleat weather concli 'lODe and the c1l"CU!Ia,aaoee 
evrouaAlz.c \be t1cht1DC •• well aa the p)waioal phln011eu lDYC)lncl, SQJBQI 
ooaol~e4 tb&\ 'he obJeo'• were •no' of 'b1t larth•. Be tb&red wi\b hie c.o. 
\he opinioa 'b&' la all o~ tbe exp•D•e ot the unl?erae it la poaa1ble \hat 
other ferae of 1atelllpnee exiet 'ba' \he7 be voll a4T&Doed ln tech-
nolocr M70Dd COIIprehiD110ilo Be &IIVMcl further \bat IUCh izatelllpnt 
be1DC• woulcl &'''~~~'' \o &Yuid con\ac\ tor perhapl a .u.lti\ute of rea101llo 
S(IJBQI oonolu4e4 further that the obJect• could not ha?e been &!\7 of the fol­
lovlac tor reaaon• lDdloataed belov: 

y-&o Be atated \bat the7 could not have been any known or coeJDon 
aerial •~!b!olee (cUr1c1 blea, balloon•, aircraft • bellooptera 1 mi a.a1lea, 
etoo) becauae be aaw \be obJ•c' • oli!arl.7 and ia familiar with a1 rtramee ot 
thll eon. 

,- bo Ba clld not bel1en that the7 vera u.s. expertm.,ntal modele 
becauet ha doubted \bat tllcht teate vould be conducted with four (4) pro\o-
tT.Pe a tlae aD4 in UDCODtrolle4 &re&l IUCh &8 the Yioinity' in Vh1ch the 
•1Cbtiac vaa mad•• Ke ~led ~\ \he poealbillt7 of a toroed land1DC ot 
euoh expertaeat&l so4ela bscauee their movemen\ 1Ddicated that ther oauld 

.ne,~••r aa4 could have landed jue\ a1 eaail7 &t a epot not vlaible froa the 
roado 

e. SOUICI ruled out the poealbili\7 that \be objeeta belonged to 
&DO\her lar~b power a\tempt1DC to 1~7 OD tae UoSo b7 mean• ot \heae vehicles 
d'Ge to the faet tb&t there vaa no,hiDC l~~por\ant to pia from an 1zrteatl,a,10D 
a' the locatioa of 'h• ai&htiQSo 

• 

v- 4. SWRCI 41d not bellen that the7 were experimental JIOdele of 
a 1'ore1p Dation beoauee nopoe would W&Dt to take a chance on IJ.J1 experimental 
ao4el of auab re-.olu,10D&r7 deaip and propulaion oraahing vn~re 1 t mlpt 
reTeal all ,t thaee adYancea to another powero 

• o Be &leo oOJaclu4ed tha' a\\e-.p'• bJ an7 aount17 to oonceal &"7-
thlzac ae reyoluttou17 aa \hle for ao •nr yeare ( • eT'J r a1nee UlOB •1cht1nc• 

•) wO\Ud be •n.coeaatlll.. •somethiD« 11 bound to leak nt.• 

~. SOUKCI did not bell~• th~t the obJecte we~e 
1a the a1r 'tlecau•e tbe7 bad left .l~iPl.-·~ aaipDI iA the ... . -

freak reflection• 
deeer\ .lando • 

' -
Co Be ruled ou' a1tlnterpretat1on o~ other weather Jlheno•na 

beoauee weather, 11cht, and •1•1b111t7 were excellent at time of s1ahtiac. 

bo SOO'RCI stated tb.at the only pb_yalcal eTiden.ce other than the 
noted impreaeiona 1n the aand and the vhinlnc no1H waa \he tact that h1.­
autOWIOb1le enctu bad stopped completeq. (Be fa iled to check b1a lit~htt 
or bora). Be a•• d \bat thia waa due 'o electro-mggne\1c forcAa whloh mlebt 
be 'he aeane of propuleiOD for the o~Jeo\to "That alone .ake• ., bel!•~• 
tb~t the7 vere apace ahipa, beoau.e we waul~ h~~~ aome hint if we were able •o dO IUCh 9. th1J11•• 

• 

(.l car\da t of beet teao7 OD 'b• par\ ot Scmla:i bad 
tbe 1anet1ptor \o enract 8<Xmali1 a reaBODin& 1nd1 Cr).ted 

Ol> . ,. . • . " 

u~ L.~ • ' ~ 1 ,:) ··~ 10 
j) \ . 1 

- - .. .. .. ,~ 4J.4, ... '"+A.~. J:.-4-- -- - --·- -------.-- - -

• 
to bft OYerooae br 
aboT o) 

WARN/NO : Thi• document con fe/ne /n/ormefiott •leoll,., the nalion•l rle/enN of th• Uni ted St• t•• .-l rhln t h" meenln' ol '"'" 
.. ,.o,.,. r.. .... r.·,,. II, u. s. c., .S.Oteon. ,,, ... d ,,4, It• trafllmie.Uon ,, ·~ r•rehiiOn of,,, C" Onl•llll ' " Ul)' Tnflllfllll IO e n 
unaulhotired ,.,~,. le prohit.ited ~~~ MW II may not 6e ,.produced /n whole 01 '" p11rt , by other th•n Un l tecJ .St11t11• A.lr l'urce 
Al-nc:i ... ertcept by perm,aalon ol tile Director of lntelli••nc•. VSAI' 
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SUPP~AI!. DffBifiOATitl 

, auoll N tlilla\ •ent.n, air tre.f'tio centere, 
weather e1s.&Uoaa, obee"atoriee, etc. were 

ot tbe1r tDaeeeaal,ili\7. to the taweattaator 
ot the blwati&atln& t1e14 Unit troa th' poilat ot • ~bt.~Lft 
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111•0 : Thle doc:umeftf contalrtela/or,..tl atleetJtt• the n•t•ort~tl de/enee t Unlt•d St •lthln the m .. nin4 of the 
:...,.,,..,. z....,, Title IS. U. S . C ., Section• 1• and 7H. /te trenunieaio n o r the re••l•tlon o f II• contenu in •rv m•nner to •n 
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11neudtorlaH lMIIOft le proltiWiwl by J.w. It _.., not h ,.!,~~~,,~.,/ fl th•n United Stele• Air Foree {~'-i_ 
A~_..,. __ ,, b1 pwtni .. lon of the Dlteotor ol lnleUi,.noe, 

AF 101• ' 1121 IULACU ,_, roRN 11-rAilT 
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11 February 1958 

UFO. Case File- Incident, 23 Nov 57- Tonopah, Nevada 
Principal - 1st Lt Joseph F. Long - AO 3028640 

Ana1yst • s Comments Regarding Possible ·Reasons for Source !ifa.nu:facturing 
Story (Ref' lB*, p. 12, of IR) 

1. O:f"f'icer has reserve status. Will be e~igible :ror discharge in 
near futw:e. 

2. His aca4em1c training and education appears to be speech, dramatics, 
fYtc • for TV vork. 

3. It is assumed that upon completion of' his prescribed "Reserve Tour .. 
·~ ne will. associate himself' with TV work - either as a writer, editor, 

conanentator 1 etc. 

4. If' he has kept his thumb on TV's pulse, he knows the great public 
interest in "flying saucer3" and "UFOs" - and tbe number of TV presentations 
on this subject. 

5. Interrogation brought out that be is f'am1liar vi th names of 
prominent "saucer" and science fiction writers, authors vhich the average 
reader woul.d not knov. The a:rgumenta that souree gave on page 11 of :rn 
are aJmoat word tor word arguMent given by a number or these authors re­
garding "flying saucers" or their attempts to pl"ove that they are not 
earth-made vehicles • 

• • 

6. SOURCE is therefore not considered to be tmavare of the lucrative 
opportunity and the sensational interest in his suddenly appearing on a 
TV presentation as a coux,tent&tor or observer (a la Kenneth Arnold), as a 
writer ot a "flying saucer" eye-Witness :f'irst person story, or as guest 
lecturer or star tor Keyhoe, DavidsoD' a or other TV programs. He cannot 
be totally \Ulavaze that there would be no better way to enter his chosen 
civilian proteseion than with the dramatic announ that he is the only 
unimpeachable, completely reliable person, a qual Uied observer 1 an Air 
Foree pilot, to have seen and made an actnaJ l y near contact vi th flyi.Dg. 
saucers - recently discaarsed from the service,. et. etc.---" 

• 

7. Therefore there may be other motives for OOUa::E manuf'acti&ring. such . I- • ( , 
a story, 'jut on the basis or the above lmOWD f"acts 1 this is one 'hlot-i·~ ;tha~ ·: 
cannot be disregarded. Investigators bro!te a card:J.nal rule in b.andl:Lng this 
caae (see page 10, or IR): although they vent to great length and pains to 
interrogate source and obtain detailed s and opinions, not a single 
check vaa made of all local facilities to determine if' any aircraft or 
operations were in the area at that tin'"! 1 as prescribed by par 5, AFB 200-2. 

• • • ::r . . ·-. . ' .•... . ~ .. .. . . . . 
• • 

. ~ . ... . ~ -.. 
• 0 • • ::"'a • ' . . 

• 

,. ~ .R.-v'y'~ ' 'tl.! / ~· 
G. T/ G.RECORI / -
Captain, USAF 
4 Februax-y 1958 
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. / .,,..,,. \ .. ~· ( \ ' "' J .. . , . - ' ..,_;"' ' ~ .. .,.. v 

1 . :L·q u :·.J c t hat a .rlevto·t-~ and ~nal:;s1s , fro:n t ·~,> 9 J:Jc : .olo~1c a.l poL'l'~ 
ol' ·Jl•·)'·'• ·~e m..1de o:::· Ui·' J dat3 3r..d stut;e:n~nt ::J ~~t!lC .... h !U Le·.r·a7'11th. It LJ 
dc}~lr~d tr..at thi3 be nccm:t ·Jll ~J :C.ed tlu•ou ~;;h t!\e '-''Jtn.J l:!.~Jhed fa . i 1 ~. t;le3 
ol' ~., ,::• .,)ject 8tnrk, srd a re ~Jor-t oi' t t.e ~~ault3 b~ i.' ).i."111::-\r-..i e d t') t~-: ia 
ol'i'ice as e~padl t:!. ·)u.:l ly a .:; p t.>33l~ le. 

2 . It is s :r0n; l.y reco""l.:::nd.gd t!:~t -=:. .x• o 'l t>1 · • 1 .!.ttG ~ ~:)u:.:·t:~ont 01.' 

\ 

I 

;:><:! .. 'Ct" ')lo ·-- o"'' Oi·,~ ., -,)t;.t-_ ,:. 'U'l~ " r'-""!~ "·lt , - -.o ...... .., ,.,...., ·:·-' , ..:;. o'HJ'flltl•., e ;i VH)v~ --- -, "lJ:~ ,. I 
- oJ J .. :..}J .. ~ v .. '-• ~ ......., 1.. - v- .;;,) J ~ ~ .. .... J " • • ....., , ... """"" .... •1 .. ... ~ .. u ...L. .._,' ·- ... \..4 

unaJ.Jn1s. .Or . Flttn has \'i l do a :-:':Je .r'i.c ~ce ~. ::.. this p~~·t lc 1lc~ r l'le l:.i ) / 
l w.·t in~ pe rfor~ect ~ 12 :J D~rc::Ololouic v 1 .. .~nulJ:Je s ,,f 1J ... d :, l..)lt i ~~.b3 9 ~l .:J ·,·1e 11 
ns .h..<tvin6 p:-epa.reci s s :;:ecl 9.1 .t'a po.t~t O!'l tnc ..:.>ubj ect .for t ha .\ir ~ ''1r.ca • 

~). }'or 'the sah:e of exp-edie n c y, o.1d in t:.C~ Ot"J o.nce wl th yo lu • su..!: , e .3 -
ti ona i!ll.'~l-mal ly discus!led oot·~·/(~e:1 you~ ntl'ic e c.r..d C ~t " . tain Gre ._, Or.J , I 
it iu r~ co:-:--.rr.endeu ti"'-qt t.l::.e at t ached lette r of l"'~~;--que ~t to r. r . F l t cJ , 
b a hsnd-c urried to ?roject ~-:.to l'l".: during tbe c ou.1...,i~: r' !>tm.3 to C' olu::1bu.3, 
Ohio. ' 

~. Funding for tbe ~)roposod c on3u1tat1on eerv!.e;e·~ sr-~11 be oot--:.llr..ed 
f.t' ;J~ Ccntrgct i'io . PCS 25" nnd 1. t l s not cont.a:nploted tluat t he c 0:1tract 
aervlcea will exceed ei.;ht ~ours of •:1ork. 

5 . 'fhe r.1~:1tt '"' r wlll r equ ire d locX'f!et h!:incllin3 • 'i.' ht=s i' sc t that an 
.:·.i r ~.- orce pilot insisti:.-lg m.'ld o f ficla lly t e3t lfy1ng t'1at ha walked up 
to, P..nd observad nrcur fl~r lnr.:~- saul~~rsa ot c lot1e- r!a:ll.! ;. :followtn g 
t~~dintel:r o:J. the heel.J of a nat lo:l- w!d.e 'rV er e · ~:'1tht i on t o t ~-:e off'e<:t 
that afte r a d~code of search1n~; , th~ Air :=-oree h as y~t to p rove the 
ex1stencd o.f or:e , \Jould , ii' urr.vitttn.:.; ly reledsed to c i.v~ p.ra~s ;r I'Ublic, 
un:ioubtedly result in i !'tr.edinte and violen t ro percuss i !>::l.J t o t __ e f ll:t­

l1a rrassmer:t of tho Al:' F?r ca . It l o l'or t h 1 !:! r e&3on th: .. d ; all nven t1es 
ond Hopec~3 be explored, before StJch drast i c raeanu.reu ..:t 'l ·- 11 ~-:---decect or 
t est h '3 c_ .:. ~; .:-n c ons l:lerat! on. 
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P.aqueat t~ Psychologiqal Analys1a - u70 
Slgh ting by USAF Pilot 

.:'\:lcnt-4:&4 4 February 58 
4:iS4/C&pt G.T. Cregary/"m 
69216 

1. P~qlJeat that a reviev and analJSia 1 f'rtlll t he psychol~ieaJ. p oint of 
·1i?!tt, be a1de or Ul<"' data and statement• attached herevit.h. It ill dea~d tbat 
tlia be accCFmpliahed tJ•rough t.~ establi3hed f'acilitiee or Project ~lhite s tork1 

and a re~t ~ tbe reeuJ.ta be f'orvardecl to this ott1ce aa expeditioual;~ as 
posalble. 

2. It ia st.Joongl7 zoee: tbat JZ. Paul M. Fitta, ~partment of J 
't. 
• 
'-

·'' ·.J 
~, 

• 

\ 

Psychology o-r Ohio state UniV~-..rsity, perf'OZ'm the required revi~ n.nd analysis. Dr. 
Fitts baa vide expa:ri~nce in this particular :fit!ld1 having ~:tormi!d 212 
psychological fm&lysea of UFO a18ht1nga1 as vell aa having pz-t.~tpered a special 
re~t on the subJect foz- the A1r P~ce. 

• 

:\... 3. :Fo:r the sake of' expediency 1 and in accOJ'dance l ti th youz suggestions 
·"'r informally diacuaaed your office and Captain Gregary, it 1a :.oecamoealed 

tba.t the a.'ttacbecl letter of requeat to DE-. X."'1tta be hand-carried to P:'oject t:lbite 

}-
ctork tJle courier runs to Columbua ~ Ohio. 

1.!, 4. Ftmdtn8 r~ the p:o!)osed conaultati.CD sel'vices shall be obtaioed f'l'om 
... '\, res ~ll" .. 251 and it 1a not ted that the contract wezavicea 'Will exceed 
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